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+ A note from The Director, Shaan Latif-Shaikh: | feel very privileged to
welcome you to ‘How to Spot an Alien’. | have long thought that theatre for
young people is often overlogked. Yet for many of us, it is these memories
of experiencing live theatre at a young age that are the most magical.
| firmly believe that theatre-goers, and indeed practitioners, benefit
enormously from those early experiences.

In recent years The Questors Theatre has produced the legendary panto-
mime! However, | have always felt it would be worth offering an alternative
to the pantomime for our younger audiences. So, | somewhat tentatively
approached our Artistic Director with the idea, and to my surprise, he said
yes! | trained as a puppeteer with The Little Angel Theatre, a children’s
puppet theatre. So | had a fair experience of working in children’s theatre,
but directing a show on this scale seemed a somewhat daunting task!
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| read a great many children’s plays until we settled on ‘How to Spot an
Alien’. With films like ‘Guardians of the Galaxy’ and ‘Men in Black’ as
popular as ever, and new Star Wars content coming out seemingly every
second, the sci-fi theme seemed perfect for a young augience of

The play is a fairly new one. Written in 2018 by Georgie Christou;*How to
Spot an Alien’ was originally produced by Paines Plough at ‘The Round{“‘-
bout’ a ‘pop up tent theatre’ and toured the UK. The original product:on\'“’had
only three actors and no scenery, relying solely on storytelling and mime.
For our production, we have taken a very different approach!
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With my background in puppetry, it seemed like an obvious choice for
many of the various shenanigans in the show. Its been an absolute pleas-
ure working with my wonderfully talented cast. None of them had previou:
puppetry experience, so it was hugely rewarding to see them develop as ‘

_puppeteers across the rehearsal process, and | can only hope some of
them take their puppetry skills into future work. | must also mention my
hugely supportive creative and production team. It’s been a tricky show to
bririg to life, with huge visual challenges for lighting, set, and costt \
have also experimented with the use of underscoring, which is some ht
not frequently attempted at The Questors. »

Once again I’m very pleased to welcome you to our silly, crazy play - just
don’t let those aliens abduct you"
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Approximéte running time: 50 minutesﬂj‘ |



