
HAMLET, by W. Shakespeare, and FRATRI­

.CIDE PUNISHED, by Anonymous. 

Questors, W.5. 

The Questors' November production of 
Hamlet was undoubtedly one of the finest 
amateur productions I have se,en; the pro­
ducer must have lavished considerable 
time and thought to have achieved such 
technical excellence. The silence and 
attention of the audience was ample 
proof that the emotional appeal of this 
production was really felt, and the simple 
setting on different levels served to em­
phasise and further enhance the treat­
ment; and good costuming and lighting 
contributed much to _the high quality. 

The one jarring note was the voice of 
Hamlet's father; intended no doubt to 
convey a sense of detachment from the 
figure the reality of the tone quality em­
phasised the artificiality of the device. 
Th.e voice should have been distorted, but 
not mechanically. 

John Murray Scott as Hamlet carried 
Shakespeare's longest part with an ease 
:.vhich would have done credit to an ex­
perienced professional. One sensed a 
little immaturity of character in the por­
trayal and a la.ck,of smoothness m gesture 
which inclined to be repetitive; was this 
the actor's inexperience or the producer's 
design? If. the latter, 'twere well done 
for this Hamlet had youth to bias his 
mind and put a wayward sprmg into his 
green limbs. 

From this well-wrought tragedy the 
Questers led us in December to the gam­
bols of "The Misnomers '' m a less am­
bitious version of the same play. The 
Tragedy of Fratricide Punished, trans­
lated from a 17th century German" text, 
derived from an impromptu performance 
of Hamlet. Gone was the silence of a 
wrapt audience; producer Barbara Hut­
chins has skilfully proved that Hamlet 
can be produced as a tragedy and a 
comedy. 

The burlesque was as technically excel­
lent as the tragedy and the fine line be­
tween burlesque and farce was never once 
overstepped, which could so easily have -
been done with some of the f eatutes and 
situations. The skill of the producer and 
her players in this respect is highly com­
mended, particularly Vincent McQueen 
who played the burlesque Hamlet. 

J . B. 
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An introductory film 
In view of the brevity of the 

play itself, there is to be an 
introductory film on the new 
theatre project which has re­
cently been completed by Mr. 
Frederick Pateman, a member 

' of the Questors, who has been 
working on the subject 
through the summer months. 
This film, about which more 
will be said elsewhere, is de­
vised as a means of giving the 

The play thus to be presented Questers' important r~heme 
is "Fratricide Punished," a ver- publicity in places where it 
sion of the Hamlet story that I might be otherwise impossible, 
comes to us as a translation I and in a form that will be 
from a German text of un- readily understood by people 
known origin. This work, who may not have the back-
which is a notable contribution ground of theatre knowledge I 
to the rare species of uninten- that makes it all so impressive 
tional comedy, is being pro- to those professionally in-
duced by Barbara Hutchins, volved with theatre. I 
who will employ the same The box office for "Fratricide 
decor costumes, and cast as Punished " will be open at the 
were recently seen in her pro- Questors Theatre on nights of 
duction of the Shakespeare performance from 6.30 p.m. :o 
masterpiece on the same 7.30 p.m. Tickets, at 5s, 4s ar; 
theme. The direct comparison 2s 6d, may be purchased ..:·· 
between the tv:o works should by members of the Qu;; 0is 
add a special tooch cf its own I for the use of thernse'.·-es ar::-i 
to the comedv that bu bles so . their friends. Perfori::u=ces at 
unconscioush; i.hrolle· ·t rhe the Questors Theatre ~e 
German play· a~d •'-ose who open to the general p1::.b· ,~. __ :,-
saw the recem " i::-,.,entic" plications should be a~::: ·-ee 
version will no~ be _1:-Je :o en- to the box office, the Q-_ -:~rs 
joy an evening Theatre, Mattock-!ai:e :::z ·- _ 
laughter at the _.- W.5 (telephone Ealbg 5: ~ -
shorter prose piece. 
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