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SOPHOCLES AND WILDER
BY QUESTORS STUDENTS

Real tragedy lies in pain, not in horror -
in young lives cut short and lovers
bereaven; not in broken bodies denied
formal funerals. But a plenitude of
“realistic” war stories has reminded our
generation that horror impinged upon
man’s imagination long before pain and
remains a very present pre-occupation
of the sub-conscious.

In its time it has inspired better things
than Grand Guignol, and among them
is the “Antigone” of Sophocles - one of
two plays, of which a four performance
run has just been given by the
Questors’ second-year student group.

Girl’s anguish

The play - as the classical do not need
informing - deals with a girl’s anguish at
the desecration of her slain brother’s
corpse. Her real cause for grief is in the
loss of her brother’s mind, not in what
happens to his bones; but the early part
takes the over novel view, only with an
act they cannot touch. Perhaps the
student cast - ages around 19 and 20 -
did not quite “get” this as might their
seniors with first-hand knowledge of
war. But they had been well coached
and gave a lively and convincing
performance - up indeed, except for the
language, to something like university
Greek play standard.



Prima Donna style

Josephine Rowbottom made a lovely Antigone, who could act in the prima donna
style when called upon. Tony Barber gave an ambitious performance as Creon: and
Shaun Curry was formidable (in the French sense) as Terisias. Veronica Meredew
(Ismene), Derek Marlow (Haemon), and especially Sandra Turner (Eurydice) helped
things along.

The chorus was charming and John Chapman and Marion Wood provided recorder
and drum accompaniment.

Second play in the programme was Thornton Wilder’s “Skin of Our Teeth” which
was attacked heartily, if not quite in the American idiom. Tony Barber, as the
announcer and the professor, Shaun Curry as Mr Antrobus, Sandra Turner (Mrs
Antrobus), Terry Quinn (Sabina) and Veronica Rowbottom as the dinosaur and
mammoth, kept things going with proper student enthusiasm.

Geraldine Alford produced both plays to advantage with help from Questors-made
sets and costumes.
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