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Qafe

Pop in far lunch or an afternoon snack — serving specialist teas and coffees,
hat chocolate and soft drinks, with a selectian of sandwiches cut te order.

Tuesday lo Friday: 11:30 am - 7:30 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am — 5:00 pm
Sunday, midday — 5:00 pm

For Playhcuse productions:
Hot meal menu up to 7:00 pm fallowed by drinks, ice creams and snacks
thraugh the first interval.

The Grapevine Bar

The Grapevine is our friendly cluk bar open to Members and Friends of
The Questors Theabre and their guests, as well as audience members cn
show nights.

"The club Is open seven nights a week and Sunday lunchtimes and is
-managed and staffed entirely by valuntesrs.

We ara the proud halders of a Cask Marque award for the quality of our real
ales, we appear in the 2011 edition of The Good Beer Guide and we are
2010 CAMRA West Middlesex Club of the Year. A choice of at least three
real ales is usually availakle, including Fuller’'s London Pride. We also
provide a range of draught lagers and ciders, as well as wines and spirits —
all at very reasonable prices.

Opening Hours:

7:00 pm — 11:00 pm (10:30 pm close on Sundays)

Sunday lunchtime: midday — 2:30 pm

See questors.org.uk/grapevine for more delails

Neither the Qafé nor the Grapevine
are able to accept credit or debit cards.
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Hobson’s Choice

Hareld Brighouse

Harold Brighouse was barn in Eccles, Salford, in 1882, the eldest child of
John Southworth Brighouse, a manager in a cotfon-spinning firm, and
Charlotte Amelia née Harrison, a headmistress. He went to a local schacl
hefere winning a scholarship to Manchester Grammar School He left
scheol aged 17 to start work as a textile buyer in a shipping merchant's
office. In 1602 he went to live in London but returned to Manchester in 1808
to become a ful-ime writer, His first play was Lonesome Like bul the first
to be produced was The Doonvay in 1908, Most of his plays were satin
native Lancashire and three of the best of these (The Norfhemers, Zack
and The Gama) were publiished togsther as Three lancashire Flays in
1820. Hobson's Choice, by far his most successful play, was first preduced
in 1815 in New York. The British premiere was in 1918 at the Apollo
Theatre, London, where i ran for 246 performances

Brighouse alsc wrete nowvels, including Hepplestalls cencerring 2
Lancashire mill-owning family in ihe 18th century, and many reviews and
other pieces for the Manchesfer Guardian, He was a member of the
Uramatists’ Club and in 1930-31 was chairman of the Soclety of Authors
Dramatic Committee. After 1931 he wrote no maore full-length plays. His
autcbiography What I Have Had was published in 1853, He died in 1858.

A Male Cinderella

Although Brighouse's other plays have been revived from time-lo-time
{The Northerners recently receiving a successful production at Earls Court's
Finhorough Theatrs) his reputation today rests firmly o s Choice. It
must be one of the best-loved plays in the language. Perhaps its appeal lies
in its combhination of the traditional and lhE radical. Wiiting during

World War, Brighouse cho:
childhood. But there is not o & aLcuL Lhe politics of the pl ¥
Hebsan, the old domineering patriarch, is a figurs of the past, t

fis feisty daughter, Maggie, and the aspirant boot-hand Willie. The play i
radical in its feminism and in its aliack on the class struciure of lafe
Wictorian England. IT that sounds & bit heavy, it is also a wenderful love
stary, with & mals Cindarella as ils central charactar,

Performance History

The play has bsen filmed several times, most famously by David Lean in
1953. This had a wonderful cast, led by Charles Laughion as Hobson,
Brenda de Banzie as Maggle and John Mills as Willie Mossep. Amang the
smaller parts were John Laude as Dr. McFarlane and, In what must have
been her first film, Prunelia Scales as Vickey. The film also hoasted a
terrific score by Malcolm Arnold. [n 1684, John Dexter directed a notable
revival at the Naticnal Thealre with Sir Ralph Richardson as Hobson, Frank
Finlay as Wiliz Moss laggie. In 1968, the ballet
Hobson's Choice, chorecgraphed by David Bintley and with music by Paul
Reade, opened at Sadlers Wells. It has remained a popular staple of the
repertaire ever since.

Well, By Gum!

s Choice is a reminder of whal & reaily fine play it is. [t
rf ‘ers tremendous parls for actors — nat just the three central roles — and it
tells a simple and sternal story ve, determinaticn and hope. Can one do
batter when asked to comment on the play ihan repeat Wilie's recurrent |
Il + "Well, by gum |

Thomas Hobson’s Choice

expression Hobson's Choice msans a choice whers there is no real
alternative. as in the celebrated “any colour so long as it's black” which
Henry Ford is sald to have used fo sell the Modsl T Ford. The phrass
originates from Thomas Hobscn (1544-1831), a livery stable owner in
Cambridge who offsred customers the choice of either laking the horsa in
the stall nearest the door or taking nene at all. He had an extensive stable
of soma 40 herees and therefore there appeared fo be a wide choice when
n fact there was only the choica of the nearest horse or none. This was to
prevent the best horses always being chosen. which had previcusly caused
those horses to become over used.

The Grapevine Presents
annaunce that during the run of Brighouse’s play, the Grapevine
ight ale from The Gty of Cambridge Brewery sutably named |

Ve are pleased
ser

| ‘Hobsen's Chol

at the Cambrid

AP i

5 ch

dr
after the original Thomas Hobson, In 1997 it was Ghampien Be

o Boer Festival, a finalist in 1558 at the Great Briish Beer Festival
ronze award in 1968 at the Deauty of Hops English Ale
is @ light golden bitter with & pronaunced hop aroma,
g bilter afleriaste, and with an ABY of 4.1%




HOBSON’s CHOICE

by Harold Brighouse

First performance of this production ai The Questars Theatre: 22 January 20711

CAST I

in order of speaking )

PRODUCTION

Alice Hobson

Maggie Hobson
Vickey Hobson

Albert Prosser

Henry Horatio Hobson
Mrs. Hepworth
Timothy Wadlow (Tubby)
William Mossop

Jim Heeler

Ada Figgins

Fred Beenstock

Dr. MacFarlane

Sherralyn Croft
Karri Logan

Liz Jardine Smith
Neill Cahill
Anthony Curran
Anne Sawbridge
Jehn Hines

lain Stirling
Andrew Hill
Claire Reid
Dylan Fryer
Paul Francis

The performance lasts approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes.
including a 15 minute interval

Plaase turn off all mobile phones, pagers and watch alarms.
The use of camoras, video cameras znd recording equipment is strictly prohibited.

Thank you

Diractor

Set Designer

Cosetume Designer
Lighting Designer

Sound Designer / Operator

Stage Marager
Deputy Stage Manager
Assistant Stage Managers

Properties Manager
Prompter

Voice Coach

Lighting Assistants
Construction Managers
Set Genstructors
Scenis Artists

Wardrobe Assislants

Hair and Make-Up
Photograph

Francis Lioyd
Alison Grogory
Sarah Andrews
Andrew Dixon
Nigel Worsley

Steven Cowan

Philippa Egan

Sarah Clopet, Graham Dennis,
Jamas Gadsdon, Nichola Gaughan,
Kevin Sebastianpillai, Meena Toor
Harriet Parsonage

Bridgett Strevens

Richard Gallagher

Sarah Clopet, John Green, Mal Parsira
Alex Whitcroft, Clive Whitcroft
Claire Dell, Barry Jones, Sarah Turner
Sarah Clopet, Donna Noel,
Alexandra Da Silva Jorge

Mary Davies, Helen Karasiewicz,
Hannah Whiteoak, Jennie Yates
Juliet Vaughan Turner

Peter Gould

Matthew Addison, Henry Broom,
James Collins, Richard Gallagher,
Mike Hagan, Tina Harris,

Philip Lindley, Jennifor Martin,
Gordon Miller, Paul Robinson




Biographies

Neill Cahill - Alber! Prosser

Neill is a criminal defence lawyer whe has been acting for over 20 years
Mainly appearing in amateur dramatics, he also has West End
performances in the Royal Opera House, Prince Edward Theatre and
Bloomsbury Theatre undar his belt, Neill was a sol in the National Youth
Music Theatre's 215t Anniversary Show and has foured with ssveral shows
in the past including to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival

Sherralyn Croft — Alice Hobson

Sherralyn starlsd acting at a young age and since then has studied drama
at college and university. She has performed with Frantic Assembly in
The Service Charge at The Lyric Theatre Hammersmith. She has also
perfermed at many theatres including The Beck, The Union Theatre and
Battersea Arts. This Is Sherralyn's fourth Questors production, the others
heing The Accringfon Pals, The Libarting and Ladies’ Day.

Anthony Curran — Henary Hovatio Hobson

Anthony Curran has been an acting member since 1992 a
of Student Group 47. He has acted in plays as diverse as
Wilinws and Waiting For Gedol. This is his first play sinez
Venica having loured A Servant fo Two Mastars there in 2¢

Philippa Egan - Deputy Stage Manager

Pip became involved with The Questeors four years ago wcr«mg ont
PlayBack production of There Will Always Ba A Brantford, In 2010 st
the praps for The House of Bemarda Alba and was an Assistant Stags
Manager for The Rover at The Guestors, then an tour ta the Minack
Theatre in Cornwall and the Postajna Drama Festival in Slovenia

is a graduate
find in the
turning from

did

Paul Francis — Or. MacFarfans

Paul has been a Questors member for about twelve years, Past roles ha
included Kent in King Lear, Antanio in The Merchant of Ve, dge
Brack in Hedda Gabler, Badger in The Wind in the Willows. A star tum was
singing the plant (Audrey 2) in Liflle Shep of Horrors and playing Sweeney
Todd in Sweeney Todd.

ve

Dylan Fryer — Frad Beenslock

Dylan is a an working in Chiswick. Over the past deca
pérformed in many plays at the Maddar Warket Theat
have included (he leads in Loo! by Joe Orton and Mat Mo ]
Chapman and Ray Cocnay, as well as Thesaus in A Midswnmer
Dream. This is Dylan's first rele for Questars.

i Heeler

ared In theafres up and down the country and abroad. He
on film and TV. This is his third outing with The Questors
nificance In 2007 and The Homecoming \astyear

Wadtovs (Tubby)

in many Questors preductions since his first

He has appeared with the company in Japan, Israel

psnmmn:= n 19
and at the Edinburgh Fringe. Jehn is a member of The Questors PlayBack
Reminiscence Roadshow team. He was last seen in Swesney Todd.

Liz Jardine Smith - \fickey Hobson

Liz joined The Questors in Septernber 2010 and appeared as Linda in
Ladies’ Oay, She has previously appeared in Paul MoCariney is Dead for
the Broken Glass Thaatre Company at the Camden People's Theatre and
the Rag Factor nd in Pleasance Lane at the Pleasance Thealrs
{London). Gther acting experience includes an open class at the Pleasance
Theatre in July 2010 and various school productions.

Francis Lloyd - Din
At The Questors Fran: as directed Affer the Dance. French Pasfe,
Charley's Aunt The ’r'punann\e of Befng Eamest and Othenwise Engaged.
Acting roles include John in Qleanna, Henry Bell in The Revangers'
Comeadies, Henry Carrin ickstead in Hzbeas Compus,

Mr. Mantolini in Michaias Pv'ickfocyﬂ d Mr. Wopste in Graat Expsctations.

Maggle Hobson

Kem cined The Questors In 2002 from her native Morthemn Ireland, where
she pr‘rfcrm:d regularly at the rencwned Lyric Theatre, Belfast, as well as
the Courtyard Theatre and Grand Opera Hause. Sha has appeared in aver
dozen Questors preductions, including Michoias Nickieby, Dolly West's
Kilehen, After the Dance, Company, Two, Misary and, this seasan, Ladies’
Day. She is delightad to ba playing the wenderful part of Maggie Hobson,
and to ba back in the Playhouse {and with Francis!) for the first ima in
some years!

TALKBACK — Tuesday 25 January

Come and meat the Director and Cast for an informal discussion in
The Upper Foyer as soon as possible after the Tuesday parformance:




Claire Reid — Ada Figgins

Claire joined The Questors |ast surmmer and parformed as Eugenie in

A Flea In Her Earand Is now happy to be playing the small but relavant part
of Ada Figgins in her second Questors produstion. Clairs warks for the BEC
and is a freslance TV presenter in her spare tima _ not that there is much
lately as she's currently planning her wadding!

Anne Sawbridge — Mirs. Hepworth
Anne lrained some 25 years aga in Guestors Student Group 38 and has
played many parts since then, most recently Polina in The Seagull, Miss
Furnival in Black Comedy and Anfisa in Thiree Sistors. She is also a
member of the Frent of House Team and has mentored new members as
part of Project 11 Group.

lain Stirling — Wiliiam Mosson

lain joined The Questars In 2001. Previous appearances nclude Bassanio
in The Merchant of Venice, Trofimaw in The Cherry Orchard and Peter in
Company. He is very grateful to Juliet for helping him learn his lines and to
Richard for helping him get his tengue around the Salferd accent.

Clive Whitcroft — Construction Manager

Clive is part of the often unsesn backbone of The Questors Theatre. He has
designad andfor built twalve sats for various productions, including

The Aceringlon Pals and Ladies’ Day, since building Charley's Aunt for
Francis and Alison in 2008. Clive and his son, Alex, have risen to the
challenge of making the scene changes frem street to cellar leval in
Hobson's Choice work smeothly. Scmetimes Clive has requests from the
cast lo keep his stage furniture for their own hemes, such is the quality of
hig workmanship

Next Questors Productions

THE TALENTED MR RIPLEY || Too FAST

by Phyllis Nagy by Douglas Maxwell

adapted from Patricia Highsmith || 10 - 12 February 2011

28 January - 5 February 2011 The Studio

The Studio The Guestors Youtn Theatre presents
The cult thriller about the enigmatic 1his ensemble comedy as part of tha
corman National Theatre's Connections project

Join Us
If yau enjay theatre, vihy not join us and bensfit from membership:

Half prica perscnal lickels for Questors productions”

Discounted Guest tickats when you bring friends to Qusstors praductions®
Children's FREE tickats’

Oppariunitics to be actively involved in our produstions

Allovied lo audition to jein aur company of actors

Exclusivs or disoauniad training courses

The full-colour Questors |ive magazing thise Hmes a year

The menthly QAews members' newsletter

Menthly pragramme card

Membership of The Grapevine Clulx

Acoess o 1Q ~ the memb
Vating right
of prives exclude certain evernts. 'Under 18 only, mexima four parc ovenl Wust be
colfocted at tha performansa and aceamoanicd by an aduil member.

questors.org.uk

s e e R S U R
=

"R

Introductary offer - as & vielooma for first time membars, sither iry Us out for sbx
monthe at half price, or gel your frst 15 months’ membership for the priee of 12

Getting the most from your membership

Wo have a wide range of opportuniies for you to bacame actively involved front-of-
house or backstage. Valuniaer help is always nseded for sslling programmes or
stawarding, and training is providad if you'd like to work in Box Office with our
computerizad system. | meel mambers in a social setting, volunteer to help behind
the Grapevins bar. Backstage staf Including stage managsis, prop makers, sel
builders, sound and light desi and operators, painters, wardrobe and costums
and sel designers are always welcomed; whatever your skills, well find & place for
you. We alsa have courses for those wishing lo dirécl.

The Questars has a high standard of acting and, to maintain (s, everyone wanting
0 ot must firsl take 2n audition. These are held every month — call the Thealre
Offics for details of fortheoming auditions.

Questors Youth Theatre - QYT

Cur Youlh Thaatrs, YT, runs weekly drama classes for all ages rom 6 o 15,
Younger groups mect on Saturcay momings end older ages at weekday leatima.
There's often a waiting list for membership, sa put your name down now! Details are
online &t questors.org.uklgyt
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The Questors Theatre. 12 Mattock Lane, Ealing, W5 5B
Bax Office: 020 B567 5184 Theatrs Office: 020 8567 0011
Email: enquiries@questors.org.uk Registered Charity No. 207518




