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Qafe

Have you tried the new Guestors café experience yet?

Opening times Monday — Saturday:

Term time 9:00 am — 7:30 pm

Outside term time 11:30 am — 7:30 pm

On show nights, through until the end of the first interval

Serving specialist teas and coffees, hot chocolate and soft drinks, with a
selection of paninis and sandwiches cut to order,

Pre-theatre hot meal menu available on show nights up ta 7:00 pm.

Take your membership card with you to receive discounts on hot meals and
drinks!

The Grapevine Bar

The Grapevine s our friendly club bar open to Members of The Questors
Theatre and their guests, as well as serving audience members on show
nights.

The club s open seven nights a week and Sunday lunchtimes and is
managed and staffed entirely by volunteers.

We are the proud holders of a Cask Marque award for the quality of our real
ales, we appear In the 2010 edition of The Good Beer Guide and we are.
2009 CAMRA West Middlesex Club of the Year. A choice of at least three
real ales is usually available, including Fuller's Londen Pride. We also
provide a range of draught lagers and ciders, as well as wines and spirits —
all al very reasonable prices.

Opening Hours:

7:00 pm — 11:00 pm (10:30 pm close on Sundays)
Sunday lunchtime midday — 2:30 pm
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The Comedy of Errors

The Comedy of Emors, at first sight simply 2 classic farce, proves to be
much more than that. It is a play in which Shakespeare not only explored
many of the themes he was Lo return to in later and better known works, but
also one in which he daringly ventured into the world of tragi-comedy. In the
apening scene we meet Egeon, an elderly merchant from Syracuse, who
has just been condemned lo death by the Duke of Ephesus for venturing
into & state where Syracusans are banned. Why has he come to this
forbidden realm? It Is because he is on the last stags of a fruitless and
despairing search for his surviving Identical twin son, Antipholus. Antipholus
himself had left Syracuse some years back to look for his long-lost twin,
also named Antipholus, from whom he was separated in a violent storm
when a baby. In that storm, Egeon not only became separated fram one of
his twin sons, but also his wife. Awaiting execution and unable to raise a
sufficient ransom to commute the death sentence, Egeon recounts his
tragic tale to the Duke of Ephesus, who gives him an extra day to see if he
can raise the ransom. k is a very serious apening. But then the comedy
begins and Egeon's fate fades into the background.

Yel sven in the midst of the many farcical twists and tumns of the plot,
Shakespeare deals with some serious themes. Amongst these are the
sense of separation fell by twins who have grown up apart, (Shakespeare
was himself the father of twins), the problems of a2 married couple trying to
keep @ relationship together, the attitudes of masters to servants who
sometimes overstep the mark, the difficultiss experienced by servants who
have to put up with the frequent cruelties of their masters, and last, but not
least, how to deal with madness.

It is also a play with many references lo wilches, spirits and magic, and |
hawve chosen lo set it in an imaginary fropical island where strange
occurrences can happen, rather than in the classical Ephesus. of the
original. All directors of this play are also faced with the choice of whether to
cast separate aclors to play each of the two pairs of identical twing who
feature in the play. My decision will soon become apparent!

The Comedy of Errors is based on two plays by the Roman dramatist
Plautus, Menaechmi and Amphitruo, the themes of which Shakespeare
skilfully adapted, wove into his own plot and embellished. The action takes
place In the course of & single day. The play, which is significantly shorter
than many others, probably dates from the early 1590s. The first recorded

performance took place at Gray's Inn in 1584 as part of an entertainment
for lawyers (there are quite a number of legal references and jokes, some of
which have been cut since they are far too impenetrable for a modern
audience!) The language ranges from passages of blank verse to rhyming
couplels and prose — the author seems to have been trying his hand at a
range of stytes and was also using a wide varlety of different forms to suit
the characlers and the situations in which they find themsalves. Unusually
for one of Shakespeare's comedies it contains no songs. This has not
prevented It being adapted for the musical stage: Stephen Storace, a
contemporary of Mozart, wrate an operalic version called Gl Equivoci, with
a libretto by Lorenzo da Ponte. It was also the source for the musicals
The Boys from Syracuse by Rodgers & Hart and the modern Da Boyz.

Although The Comedy of Ervors is net as well known as other comedies by
Shakespears, it has always been popular and has rarely been out of the
reperioire. For actors and audiences alike it is @ fascinaling insight into the
experiments of a playwright who was still learning his craft. It s an early
example of his skill in creating demanding roles for women. It manages to
be thought-provoking as well as funny and we hope it will prove to be an
ideal antidote to the doom and gloom of this lengthy winter.

Sue Solomon
Diractor

Questors E-News direct to your inbox

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows by joining our e-mail lists.
It's easy to sign up - just a few clicks are all that it takes

Visit questors.org.uk
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Sue Solomon - Dirscior

Has been a member since 1972, initially as an actor but quite scon also as a
diractor. Her most recent productions have been As You Like if, The Dog in the
Manger, Madarme Bovary - Breakfast With Emma and rehearsad readings of naw

ranslations of Terence's Phormio and Sophocles’ Antigone.

Peter Collins — Designer

Became & membar about 20 years ago and slarted as a Stage Manager and
construntor, but became a regular designer. His most recant designs were for
Henry V, Richard Ill, The Trojan Women, Further Than the Furthest Thing and
Far From the Madding Crowd. Peter is also a pholagrapher and many Quastors
shows have featured his production photographs.

The Next Questors Productions

Kvetch

by Steven Berkoff

26 February - 6 March 2010
The Studio

Darkly comic drama about suburban
anxieties,

The Pierglass

by Tim Norton

11 - 12 March 2010

The Playhouse

The Questors Youth Theatre
presents a wonderfully witly

melodrama with a love story to
Swoon over.

The Accrington Pals

by Pater Whelan

20 - 27 March 2010

The Studio

The Questors Student Group 63
presents a warm and moving drama

of the Great War and the women left
behind.

The Rover

by Aphra Behn

17 - 24 April 2010

The Playhouse

Resloration comedy of revenge and
romantic surprises, Then, from the

6th September, at The Minack
Theatre, Comwall.

Join Us

If you enjoy theatre, why nat jon us and benefil from mambsrshi

Half price personal tickets for Questors productions”
Discounted Guest tickels when you bring friends to Questors productions*
Children's FREE tickets'

Opportunities to be actvely involved in our productions

Allowad to audition to join our company of actors

Exclusive or discounted Iraining courses

Golour magazine three times a year

Regular Membars’ Newslattar

Regular propramme card

Wola at general mestings

Membership of The Grapevine Club
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“Reducad prices exclude certaln events. 'Lindsr 16 only, manimim four per ewent. Must bo
vallested a ihe performance and accompanied by an adull member.

Introductory offer - as 2 welcome for first i membars, either try Us out for six
months et half price, or get your first 15 months’ membership for the price of 12

Getting the most from your membership

We have 2 wide range of oppartunities for you to bacome activaly involved front-of-
house or backstage, Voluntesr heip is aiways needed for salling programmes or
stewarding, and training is provided if you'd like to work in Box Offie with aur
computerized system. To meet members in a social setting, volunteer te help behind
the Grapevine bar. Backstage staif including stage managers, prop makers, set
builders, sound and light designers and operalors, painters, wardrobe and costume
and set designers are always weicomed; whatever your skills, we'l find & place for
you. We also have courses far thase wishing to direct

The Questors has a high standard of acting and, 1o maintain this, everyona wanling
to act must first take an audition. Thase ara held avery month — call the Theatrs
Office for details of forthcoming auditions.

Questors Youth Theatre — QYT

Our Youth Theatre, QYT, runs weekly drama classes for all ages from 6 to 16,
Younger groups meet on Saturday mornings And oldar ages At weekday teati
There's oftan 2 waiting list for membership, so put your name down now! Detalls ars
online at questers.org.uklgyt,

The Questors Theatre
Box Office: 020 8567 5184
Emall: enquirlesgiquestors.org.uk

42 Mattock Lane, Ealing, W5 58Q
Theatre Office: 020 8567 0011
Registored Charity Na, 207518




