If you enjoy theatre, why not join us
and bacome a member of The Questors?
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The Railway Children

Girecling 1 Mallway Chdven presented
some reletively lerge ohstacles. One of the
biggest is peaple’s knowledga of, and
Tandness for, ENesbit's baok and the
famous film starring Jenny sgutter, It ozn be
5 dangercus busingss to teckls peapia’s
Tsvourte staries, cspesially childhoad ance,
but this edaptation retans 2l of the most
impe-tant aspects of the arigingl story whilsl
still ensuring that il is toth fresh and
theatrice| for a broad renging sudience,
including thoss wha sre discovering the
for the first lime

©ne of the most notable things about this
sdaplation for the sloge I5 he incaPGaLan
ol Perks' children whe do net feature n the
baok, e original BEC film ar the mors
ragent 1TV version. They biing a vouthil
angle to the story ang allow us i see the
class distinction berween them and the
Ralway Chilie farly. They also
serve Lo provide some lizht relief fram the
more seriaus issues of the story, from which
this adaptation daes nol shy away. The play
fovuses on the characte's and their
dilemmas, bringing cut the moral ani sthical
ssues in the story and to wites So5ia
ssues such as equallty and freecem, The
use aof Perks. the Station Master, as a
raraton of the slory, also keeps e story
accessiole to all audience memters.

ren more

Anpther of the hurdles is the extremely wide
age range of the cast, |t was an exciting
challenge 1 find veays 16 work with both 10-
and 71yearolds in the same rz L What
evalved was o level of communication that.
nad 10 work for all cast members, Everyane

B le flexibilily in
s ta the wark 1
allow for ths neads of others. The actors
nawe ell learned from each other, regardless

i i 5 crealed a

y. What has aleo

T

emerped is & sense of family and community,
which serves [he piece eslremely well. This
produetion afferce many oppartunities in
tarms af incorporating (0t of youny, Feople
invplved in the Quastors Youth Theatra, and
in parlicular the insght and experience tey
Wolld gain from warking alongside mary
other actors, rather than anly their puers.

The cast also needed to have &
somprehension and appreciation of he
periac of Lhe play and how their characlers’
Ives In 1805 differ from their lives now. The
sompany visited The Bluebsll Railway, a fully
uperalional Sleam Ralway In Sussex, 1o
expenence the reality of the period and the
rurgl setting similar ta that in the pisy. 1L was.
important o creale Just he right stmospaere
for the pragiction, incorporating authentic
train sounds, steam, the lanisaape, onginal
music and vary impor antly e Hailvay
Statian. made more authentic by original
ernalic frem The Bluebell Railway.

170 stery ifor anyone less familisr with the.
famaus film) focuses an a family wha are
forced o move Lo rural West Yorksnire
withedt their father, whoss fats the children
& course of the play. The

a6 wilh o level ol povcrty

with wrlch they have previousty nean
unfamilier and are forced to chalienge thair
owin sEnse of prit in ordar L mar
thair now lives. The children sacome mars
reseurceful end fird ahermative ways Lo help
thair mother and resclus prablems, Leaming
aboul te feal war e and facing class
differences, the children learm wha they really
ara. and discover the truth agcul thei T

Dominique Gerard
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Biographies

Dominigue Gerrard ~ Director

Domiric.e is &n eor alned with The
s Company n 2001 anc hes heen “earhing
an The Ges:ars Youss Theatre since 2003
sinca then sl

A 00} A
Cogner s Pl
Irst ever Questors Youth Theatre progaction of
Ir 1841, 5d she most resently
slaped Amy in Comgrany (20071

Dorinic Banks - Perks
DO 5 & "R membar o Tre G
though he trarned an Guitdhzll Sehool of M. s
and Druma. He hes played o long 5L of

acters In plags rang g Fom Shakesgear 1o
Godber and Brech: 'n Maret. This is his first
tme as a Staton §

Vianda Duszynska - Mother
Wianida - rigmer of The Questurs for
e 14 yours,

aourse ' 190
Cosigrad a
bws Siingual dr
coan't know

il
she hes srﬂPﬂ in & “ew shows,
e/ directe
= or 76 Youth Tisee, 516
nat she llces doing best

Heii Lawry - Roberta
Heidl ‘s 15 vears ol and nas been @ memoer of
The Questors Youth Theatre for six years. Her
Frst porfurimance was in Ton s Widhgit Sarden
in 2000 g7¢l since tren 3na has parformed 1
fve ather produstions.

Androw Knowles - Peter
Andrew has been n Tre Questors Youtn Treatea for

v, Yourg Pin in Graa!
In finati's Poict a0 a5 & Cwarf In Guanasi Suacs!

Kim Hemans — Phylli
K Juinie Questors [ 2003 woen $9¢ was seven
a3 oldl. This is her second seremanee =t The
Questors, The frst was in The Wizard of Oz
That Drama Thing.

Wark Hill - Mr James, Passerby and District
Superintendent

Nark is @ member of Aciing for Al 2nd 's making,
i eling cebut with this orocuction.

Alex McDevitt - Mrs Walker, Passor-by

ok compleled the Questors Student course
UK. She has piagec Clare Zachanzssian n
The Visit and Mrz Raiton-B2ll in Separate Tables

will Langley - John
Il 78 been

+f Guestars Yourh Theatre
b yours in e 10. o b e
i OWser ang Cogner au Piatans, He Iiends ‘o

Zraduate oo the Stucert Caursa at The Qu,-ms,

Duncan Brookfield ~ Alired
Ducan joined The (.88101S tua yeas ago w
hu s i Y 5. Pevious Questars shews i

w in Wi Gule! grd You
in Great Expeptatio

Robecea Graham - Edith
Kehecoa ol el 1he Guesto's Youth T-sarre in
is her irst performanze &t Toe Cuesto

2005 T

Lowie Wakdoek - Bert
Lovie has be=n 2 membe- of The Questors Youth
Thaalra einca January 2007. Ha is Lhe third
e ation o WAISEKS 10 Appes on T8 Q.e
stage. Tris is s first procution

William Gooke - Bert

Wilism joiozd The Quesrs Yo.th Traatre in 2005,
This i the first show he has auditioned and been
selestixd for,

Staphanie Pitt - Emma

Stephanic jened The Questers fe.th Theotr Tn
A1 2007, She has heen soing &1 The Questo
for a yeer now Th's is her fiest major performance

Ella Hueghe — Emim;
£lia [oined The Gu wmtars Y Tramn n 2006,
This 's her Arst performenze o The Questors,

Lara Dodd — Joan
Lera is & merber of The Guestors Youth Thestre, in

yeor B Trs s e et por lomance al The Quesiors,

Tata Falr - Joan

Tara s 10 pears ald and wil be 11 gt the end of
Mareh, She Fag been an gode member o’ her
achon) drza o hes heen in The Questors
Youth Theztre for nearty e This i “er first
appearance on The Questors stage

5 ane

slan Nell - Mrs Ransome, Passar-
Sian is @ member uf Acting for A% and this is hes
first aapearance &t The Duestors

ard - Doctor Forest
s o & Memor 158 )

hael Garr
Micha! iz

=, in
iz and most imeenily Aceme and 0 Lace.

Will 0'Connell - Mr Szczepans|

Wil Gompleted Stdent Group o naving aM:éerJ
n Henvy ' and Saturasy, Sundzy M
the hw s beon 0 The Dog in tne '.\sngnr
Richard 1 and The Seciant to Twn Masters.

Lita Hill - Mrs Hooper, Passer by
Supenntencent.
the stugo, b
Tor AT st

Joined Actin

Sal\y Beauchannon — Mrs Parks
Sl sl production at The Quast
She s ey anjoger eing vt of 2 farga far

Ken Rateliffe - 01d Gentieman
46" has been an acing menter of The Guastons
5 vaars ey il 10 10 1< ol
Ao 48 IR e, Gl 3
pantomiTe davte anc, on ane ozcasion, & blird
rermap-rodite. Actor earned neer 1o work
i 5 07 <0 ren o e s it b
h talerted chldran. Goth wane Ty
S Chhom, s cgihr m.gnm EperiEnc:

Rai

Alex Sweade - Jim
has seer ut The Questurs for e yars
s been i one wther show, Nean's Pair.

Liam O'Naill - Jim
Lizun Joires 102 Guastors Yot Thestre in 2006,
This st performance at The Questo

Hounds ~ Chris Shaw, Amy FoxGaids, Sephia
lidrmanl, Elllot Keck, Daniel Cramer and Chios
De Canson are all members of The Questons
YouLh Thoate in pears 7 & B

Qur regular arl exibitions offer
& wanderiul oppartunity for lacal
ertists to display their work
Please take time o have a laak
when visiting ts theatrs,

For details on upcoming
exhibitions or on exhibiting
your work, please contact
Jane Mason in the Questors
Office on 020 8567 0011.

Dinner

25 - 29 March 2008

In the Stucio

In s are going out for the

dinner party trom hell.




Questors E-News direct to your Inbox

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows
by joining our e-mail lists.

* You can choose {0 receive shart snippets
of information svery week ar so, or longer
rounchips every month — or both if you wish!

= We'll keep the e-mails as short and
simple as possible - because we know
you'd prefer it that way.

= And we'll have an unsubscribe facility
{which actually werks) at the botram
of every messags!

It's easy to sigh up — just a few clicks is all it takes.

Visit www.questors.org.uk
and you'll start getting our E-News in your Inbox.

Many members join just ta sce shows, but there is so much
more on offer te Company Members. 5o why not get Involved?
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