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Hay Fever

Born just befere Chirisimas 1899, nence the ‘Noe!, Coward wag a oy acior by the age of 10,
hat made his first silent movie, Grffith's Hearts of the #orda with Lilian ard Borothy G
by the time he was 16, ard by the lime be was 21 he hed his ficst, aloei short lvac, alay
in the Wost Eng

By 1925, he had alsc established I\wms«s\! 35 the writer of revue songs and sketches for Beatrics
Ll and Garirude Lawrarce, and in 2824, made his name as an aclon aulbor, direcor, and
parlial deslgne: of The Wortos, @ olay about drugteking (in foct. e ity) &c maternal
ohsessian, long hefore elochalism was an avceplable stage sutject

In 1925, Hay Fever wes t launch fis career a5 4 sonic playw/ighit. He hag the des (or 1 teck
n 1921 whor, on his lirst impaverishac and m\;ucccssfu\ ! Amarica, he had been taken
by fls callohood friend Lynr Fontanne 1o & Sundsy avening us on Riersics Drive n Rew York,
hara the Eroatiray st Locretle Tlor nd her :l\a,'r»'lg'v\ Nushane Fertley Manners weuld
give mightrarsh dinner parties invoking the p of 2laborate word games which usuall
ended in tae

Eack in Larudar, Nesl wrote the play in thiee days s a wehicle for the Grands Dame of her

e, Marle Tempest. She, however, speedily declined the wark o% @ stil unknown st

and it wasn't uniil 1925, by which Ume Noul had The Vortes, London Cal Falien Angels

all playing [n the West End, thet her agent asked Noe' 1o re: Fever. "But,” he repliad

sne st cars fa it e years ago” 1 Lk said e agent, “you wil ing Logt she cares
i And, with Noel directing, the play opered in the West Enc in June

of that year

Despita its small cast, Hap Fever is actually a very diffiult pley 0 perfons. Any porforma
of Lreies heavily ar Individual performances ant it is the interpiay oF the charcers on w
play is founsd, it s full of awkward momanis, o ssments and comic misurdersian ngs
where Uadilional social conventions Tall when pided against te bahemian entics sdopred by the
Blisses, Caward himself said: “Hay Fever is far anc away one of the mas difficul plays 1o stage
that | have ever encounlared, bUL [t 150hnical SYMMmetry always anpesled 1o mea, and AkAcueH

[ w15t8 T thing I las3 than three cays, | ajoyed directing and watching it very much indeed.”

S0 did mast of the crities, though elready the words “flippant” and “ivial” were recurring with
alarming frequency In their Cavare reviews, es though Somenow other stege comedies of this
perloc were deeper and imbued with &l kinds of signficance denird by Coward to his audiensas.
It was as thaugh the beillle, sometimes Bast nature of his wiitihg often disacted from the contrast
between What Nis charactsrs said and wihat they sctumlly meant. Yazrs laier both Harold Rirter

and John Oshorns said that it was Noal who first alertec them to the possibiiity thet an audience
could hear sometning atner than whet wes being saoken on stege

A3 Jobn Russe | Teylor was to put & *Coward's comic oreetions co Ive as peeple, and their
Iives go e beind and under and around what hey are caying; the text arovices anly te
faintesl guicalings a5 1o What IS really hapoening between peaple in his lays.”

James fgate for The Suntay Timas was conskderabiy fss scstatia: "There s nsithar baslin qor
cleaniingss about any of Mr C s characters Wi remair Ihe seme vicious babies sprawling
1 U laor of ekt unholesome creche,.. Mr Coward fs tumoured (o it s pleys n &
wiered dressINEown and hefire brazkfast; whet | want to know is what kird of work ne inlends

st e e s dlothed and -r m., right mind."

Meverlhalass My Fiwer wis |
e Brosdway where Lauret
wesks, It remainsd I-equar

1 on this triumphart first outing for mere than a vear, though
e Ta, ¥ o first inspirat it the comedy survived far jess than sic
rewival in Britaln nowever, and 11 1864 Mol was (nviced by

as Moel uo‘:u Iw

Tynan Lo direct il al the new National Thealre (01 Vie) where he
e 1e1 Py perforee ot ine otonal, Th cast of
., Maggie Smith. Derek Jacohi, Lynn Redgrave, Robert Stephans) sould,

e read the Mbanian lolephona diclony with equal SLOCESS”| bu this was

the production which spearhaacied whiat Nosl himseif called Dad's Renaissance, and turned

him almast ovareight 1o

Deaths:

Notable Premieres:

Hit Songs:

Calendar:

2n unfashinnabis 1ax sxile 1o tha grand cld man of Brivsh T

Events of 1925

American musical star Elaina Stritch

British com e actor Pater Sellers

2illisn cireciar Peter Brook

Britis1 actrazs Angela Lansbury, (o7 resident in America

actor Richard Waker Jenking, ska Richard Burton

American art:st John Singer Sargent,
e Nan Dyok of our age” as Rodin called him

Syltisn Puglisher Sir Edward Hulton

James Jopes's Eriles apens in Naw York

i B

n the West Erd Talluiah Bankhaad stars in
Michagl Arlen’s controversial e Green Hat

Gladys Cooper coens in Lonscale's Tre Lost of Mrs Chemey,
which has g two-year run at the St James's.

George Jessel upens &5 The Joz: Singsc (oy Sam Raphagison],
sier o hacome te firs? talking ploture with Al Jolsan

West Enc opening of §o, Na, Manatts!, lang running Amercan musical

Tea for Two

shew M te Way to Go Hame
Alwiays

Manhattan

F Scoit Fitzgerald publishes The Great Gatsby which became g play as
early a5 1928, a il wilh Alen Ladd in 1948 and with Rovert Redford
1976, and 'n 1985, an opera for the Met in New Yok

Tennasses autiaws the teachings of Darwin on AumEn evalution,
d sl < WWint, The prosecuting attome:

iim ket

Pasthumaus audlication of Karka's The Mai.

uuse pualisnes Carry On Jesves, later play, film musical
on saries

shas Mrs Dalioway. |ater scclsimed play 3ad film

Forgy, the novel on which Porgy
DuBase Heyward

nd Aess was based, 18 punlisned oy

Georgina Burns



HAY FEVER

oy Noel Cowerd

First of this pr : 27 2008
THE COMPANY
Sorel Bliss
Simon Bliss lain &
Clara Anna O'Brien
Judith Bliss Meryl Gritfiths
David Bliss Robert BakerGlenn

Sandy Tyrell

Myra Arundsl
Richard Greatham
Jackie Coryton

Director

Set Designer
Lighting Deslgner
Costumo Dosignors.

Halr & Makeup

Sount Designers
Properties

Stage Manager

Deputy Stage Manager
Assistant Stage Managers

Prompt

Piano maker
Stairs made by
Construction

Programme Editor
Programme Design and Print

Lawrence Green

Lindsay Pearscn
Stephen Kavanagh

Tara Dowid

rgine Burm:
Pam Garnett-Lawson
Francais. Largton
Hichola Thomas.
Susen Milnouse

Sophla Ch
Fhil Tucker

scuoiy

Harriet Parsanage
Pam

Redrup
Oiivia Howarg

Rafid Goloy

Jullet Vaughan Turnar
i

Jean Maslers
Gordon Miller

Gordon Miler

Johin Fe;

Mike Hegan
Kingston First Year Stucents
Penglops
Cansiderthisuk.cor

Maclachlan

Thanks to:
Wike Hagan
Pam Garn i
with getn, ineluding house s

e Cruttenden, Juliet Vaughan Turrer,
Parm Redrup and all

ho helped

Warmning: Some of the actors smoke during the perfermance

The action ol the olay
Cookham in Jun

Act 1 Saturday afternaon
Interval of 15 minutes
Act 2 Saturday aven

Interval of 15

minutes

Act3 Sunday morning

Foyer smertainmant during the rur will be fram

Pianists: Sug Soloman,

Singers: V.cki Butler, Russell Feet, Daminique Ga
Francls Llrm: Robert Seatter, Sareh Storer, Robert Vass

Moorhead and Erral

takos place in the hall of the Bliss's house at

d, Kerri Logan,




Biographies

Al Alexander - Sorel liss

#5 pirt of The Quesiers Stwisnt Group 54, Ania
Played the epommous lead In Trelosny of the Wi
ared Maria i The Goverrment fnspector. She recently
returaed 10 The Questons siaae as 07 of L U
Sisiurs in Cinderets and a5 the irocent Cla:

in A Servant fo fo Wgstors,

Robert Baker Gisnn — David Bliss

= first mapezrance et The Questars wias
Eheqry Orohara and e a3 since gone.
The Aleuiion tsland
3 Fity 3065 A
Lo v Ada Apaur Narin,
CII’DPlE‘fH and The Cngirs,

Georgina Burns - Director
Goorging hes chorengranhed, for The Queste
Stepher: Sandheim'a Company: She s he o
« Theali s ArLs — e s -calrearts.com
& AN dr3Ma 1o Sniloren anc

ut, Birds College and ALRA
vorked professionaly 25 A dancer, sCTess,
PIESANTEN, LOFGORr0NGT NG directar,

Pam Cullen - Stage Manager

Ferm would 1/ke 1o take this opportunity 1o s

W Al th Come get irvolved with The Questors
It's fun, Bard work, & great o . 50 coMe
on and b & part of the show,

Tara Dowd — Jackio
Tara graduated om The Questars &rudent Graug
In 2006 10 s 1l 2 e 1 .M perforned

Supaay, Moo,
al The D»esm 5 a
&t HA/0NS Court Theatie,

aat of Uenice

Pam Gamett:Lawson - Sct Designer
AMler gaining an Honours cegree (¢ Theawe Gesign,
3A‘1 worded for several yeas in siovincial wp

!
Treere, Cowertty. She tnen oied the BBD o4
a Scenic Artist, ard |eft to pursue & free anne
carser in fima ana T, 5 is curreny
on her own saintings. Tris
&t The Questors.

Lawrence Green — Sandy Tyeell

Lanranss s viry hapey 1o s appesirg ‘or the

st time =t The () s a5 Sandy 1 Ko

ay Fever. He Is nomally 1o

be fand going between performing pls and

MSIGA 45 bl B Lok portin ndepencent
5. Mos rex

g
ars), Chess {The Ayt
e Wigits Droant Lyssndrt

Mery Grfitns - Juith Blss
Meryl's first play gt The
e
Fi i

(Vs Crovelay)

Healar [Grsce) andt Hystena (essical. 5 o
stugying ol ALRA 25 hagpily
Jugied theatre, busiress and A very understanding
#usliand. She is illed to be spending Christmas
with the Bliss famly a5 wall as rr own.

~ Deputy Stage Manager
= joinec The QUestars ' 2008 and worked
of A hiidseimisies

i

N Al s Aoty et
harse f o task a5 the Hay Fower deputy
Sioge manager.

Stephen Kavanagh — Richard Greatham
Srephen has nesn st At The Quisis
since 2005, comaletrg the
Previous parts. inclded leading rolo:
Dumrenmatts T
Sepsrate Tabies.

e Visit an

I
Stephen’s ofher ey inx
parts in & You Like i, Falish Shorts
ang mors rezently Malcair in Aciboun's
Bedroom Force.

Susan Millhouse — cnsmms Designer

Susan has been & member of 108 Quesiors sirco
1895 1 s designe o the 7 lowing shaws:
Scason’s Gresting, Bresking e Code, The Glass
tanage ke 4

plain Heaks Coat i e
o the golden i grown in Cmdersla,

Annle 0'Brien — Clara
Ane Has bogn & mamper of The Quesior sice
il

the Loking Glass, Pincce!

e Last year she =opes e g Magg-p
at Lm Poniametors Thealro and subseauently

@ Ireland with INDA {Ins" Networ
Draneti frta 1

Lindsey Paarson ~ Myra Arundal
Indsey has besn A mamasr of The Gussioes
2005 ané in thet tine «as sopeered 10

The Evolu Esthier, (2005] irectac by Deic
Houatter, frqa.\ Wamen, (2007), diectes oy Anve
Neville and Cir , dirszted by Sarah Galton

Tain stmmg Simon Bilss
aln

n the Stepnen Soncheim msical, Campany:

Nichola Thomas — Costume Designar
Nlenol3 07 T QUESTors 35 ye3(6 30 and
maz wetied 'n costume and wardrobe threugeou
Aping, o0 VLS Shows =l spedlica
desiring : costurnes for A Russion i e b
5 £r, A Srisetear Named

Separate Tables, Of
Tiea, and The Seagul imen,

Phil Tucker — Sound Deslgner

Fril leaches Modia producticn. THiS is s Second
producten for Tha Questars, haing previously been
this Sourd Designer on o s musical, Compeny.

last

Jiet Vaughan Tumes - Assistant Stage Manager
Ju st zroduction at The Quesiors was
when she was 14, She has since
{amangst otress) been assislent slags managen
andl stage manager for LY ane mo
&S denuty siege mansger for Comoan S s
21 seen on the stage, and her most reent
fola 5L The Juestors was A in Tims a0
e Agaic.

The Alchemist

24 - 31 January 2009
In the Playhiouse

Comic cons in ‘60s London

Further than the
Furthest Thing

31 January - 7 February 2009
In the Studio

Secrels on a remole island
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Questors E-News direct to your Inbox

Get all the latest news and offers for our shows
by joining our e-mail lists.

* You can choose to recelve short snippets
of information every weel or so, or longer
rounchips every month - or bath if you wish!

= We'll keep the emails as short and
simple as possible — because we krow
you'd pr 1 that way.

* And we'll have an unsubscribe [zcilil
fwhich actually works) at the bottom
of every message!

It's easy to sign up — just a few clicks is all it takes.

Visit www.questors.org.uk
and you'll start getting our E-News in your Inbox.

Many members join just to see shows, but there is so much
more on offer to Company Members. So why not get Invelved?
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