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Twelfth Night is magic realism. On the one hand there is
Olivia's household, detailed only a degree less explicitly
than it might be in Chekhov: its hierarchical domestic
politics give the play its anchorage. On the other, with the
name llyria, we are reminded of delirium, illusion and even
hysteria and through the barely controlled vertigo of the
play we glimpse an alternative, unreferenced world in
which lost twins can come out of the sea, meet again and
transform its inhabitants - or at least some of them.

Harvey Granville Barker writes about Twelfth Night in his
Prefaces to Shakespeare: "There is much to show that the
play was designed for performance upon a bare platform
stage without traverse or inner rooms or the like. This has
the virtues of swiftness and simple directness of
arrangement even where the plot is least simple. The
scene changes constantly from anywhere suitable to
anywhere else that is equally so. The time of the play's
action is any time that suits the author as he goes along.
Scenery is inconvenience. | am pretty sure that
Shakespeare's performance went through without a
break.” Well, we've spared you the last bit - there is an
interval in this production.

For those who are studying the play:

We have cut a total of 81/2 ines and have transposed two
scenes - Act ll, Sc. 2 comes before Act Il, Sc. 1, and Act I,
Sc. 3 comes before Act lll, Sc. 1.

Spencer Butler

TWELFTH NIGHT or WHAT YOU WILL
by Willilam Shakespeare

First performance of this production on the 10th March 2001
Place: llyria - Orsino's house, the beach and QOlivia's house, its garden, orchard and

darker groves.

Time: Between sunset on Twelfth Night and sunrise the following day.
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FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS

Voices from Ambridge in

COME RAIN COME SHINE by Gareth Armstrong and Malcolm McKee
Sunday 18th March at 8.00pm
Featuring cast members of THE ARCHERS in the 50th year of this popular radio drama.

Have you ever wanted to see what Joe Grundy looks like?

Would you like to meet Linda Snell in the flesh?

Well this is your chance, as they will be appearing live on the Playhouse stage along with other well-
loved Archers characters.

The show is a light-hearted celebration, in words and music of the British countryside, and features
material from a wealth of famous authors and newly commissioned material from the cream of British
comedy writers.

So don't risk missing out on this amazing opportunity...book your tickets now!

THE GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR by Nikolai Gogol
In the Studio, 21st - 31st March

This unsentimental comedy is a masterpiece of Gogol's art and was regarded by Nabokov as the
greatest play In the Russian language.

It is a satire of a corrupt society, so devastating that the resultant furore drove Gogol into exile.

On one level it is straightforwardly funny, on another level, however, it draws us into an absurd,
grotesque universe, the product of a richly surreal imagination.

TRANSLATIONS by Brian Friel
In the Playhouse, 4th - 12th May

In this poignant and touching play, regarded by many as Friel's finest, the playwright uses his unique
poetic vision to give us an insight into the world of an Irish community in 1833, and the wider political
resonance.

He uses humour and pathos to tell the story of the conflicts and misunderstandings between the local
people and the British Army, who have encamped themselves in a nearby field and are engaged in a
map making exercise - changing the Gaelic place names into English in the process.

SHOPPING AND F****ING by Mark Ravenhill
In the Studio, 12th - 26th May

The shock of this play does not end with its title - that is only the beginning. Ravennhill's blackly
humorous play is set in a mid-nineties Britain of wasted wealth and acquisitive desire. It plunges us
into a nightmare world where sex and money become mutual units of exchange and relationships are
reduced to transactions.

This play contains swearing and explicit scenes of sex and violence.
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