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i Why live if there's no goal? If life is just given to live, it's pointless. But if
there's a goal, the ideal of goodness, selfless love, people uniting through love,
if that's mankind’s goal, then what obstructs this goal? Our egoistic passions.
The most evil passion is our passion for consumption, grasping things for self-
survival, and this includes carnal love, for that's a passion for consumption,
seizure, onie person using another for selfish purposes. Man consumes
everything without restraint, without control. Animals have their fill, they
restrain, but man never. Man is insatiable, he cannot restrain, and that is the
ruin of all mankind. Man annihilates all for his wellbeing. Universal restraint
is all, if man and humanity are to survive. Perhaps, as | see it, the essence of
Christ’s teaching lies in this. The prophecy will be accomplished if these
passions are destroyed. If humanity's goal s achieved. As long as mankind
exists, it faces an ideal. Not the ideal of rabbits and pigs: to multiply; not the
ideals of monkeys and Parisians: to derive sexual pleasure, nor the ideal of
plucking flowers for pleasure; but selflessness, chastity by restraint, and purity,
for which people have constantly strived.” Tolstoy (Kreutzer Sonata)
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“Strength lies only where blood can be squeezed. Only the blackguards have
forgotien that this is not the strength of those who let blood, but of those
whose blood is let. Such is the blood law of the world.” Dostoevsky
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“May everything come true. May they believe. And may they laugh at thefr
own passions; for what they call passion is not really the energy of the soul but
merely friction between the soul and the outside world. But above all may they
believe in themselves and become as helpless as chiidren. For softness is great
and strength is worthless. When a man is born he is soft and pliable. When he
dies he is strong and hard. When a tree grows it is soft and pliable , but when
it is dry and hard it dies. Hardness and strength are death’s companions.
Flexibility and softness are the embodiments of life. That which has become
hard shall not triumph.” Tarkovsky (The Stalker)
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“To be Ahab is to be unable to resist the hypnotic attraction of the self with its
impuise to envelop and control the universe. To be Ishmael is to be able at the
last minute to resist the plunge from the masthead into the sea one has, with
rapt fascination, been gazing at, to assert, at the critical moment, the difference
between the self and the not-self.” Richard Chase.
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Based on themes from Melville’s Novel
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There will be no interval
The performance will last aproximately
I hour 10 minutes
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