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In the iookine-ulass world, does Good become Evil?

Lewis Carroll was the pen-name of Charles Lutwidee Dodweson. born the eldest son of Charles Doduson. a provincial
Prest. in Chesinre i 1832

Brouent up 1o a tvpical. aimost wdvllic. upper nuddle ciass \ictonan housenold. voung Charles rollowed in fs Father's
tootsteps throueh Rueby Public School and on to Chnst Church, Oxtord. where, like mis Father, he read Mathemauces
and Classics Destned 1or Holv Orders (his Facher uter became an Archdeacon), Charles. upon graduauny with a
doutle Nrst, emmediately took up a lecturestip in Mathemancs at Chnst Churen. a post wimeh he was 10 nold for
acariv iy vears The ruies of the college dictated thar, whalst there, wiether as a student or leciurer. 10 man may
marey, end hence must remain celibate: the rules also statea thar all should rake Hoiv Graers and Charles aid studv to
Ui end for many vears He was linally ordamed Deacon but, due to s stutter and horror of public speaking. he
never took tull Holv Orders Later s life, however. having worked hard 10 panailv overcome ins stunter, he did
preach on the wdd occasion. sometimes standing in in case of illness und someumes eany nvited 1o do se ror special
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Charles s main ambinon was o write, this he did with gusto. producing hundreas of pamphlets, shon stones. poems.
magazines, mathematical papers and thousands upon thousands of letrers. before desunyv. and a voung wrl changed
s lite tareser

In 1862, ar the age of thirty, Charles and a Mmend. the Reverend Duckworth, 1ook Alice Liddell and her iwo sisiers
tall daughiers of the Dean of Chnst Chureh) on & rowing np. as they had done manv times betore. As usuzl the wrls
persuaded the imawnanve Mr Doduson to tell them a story and 'Alice’s Advemures Lnderground’ was conceived

| ‘nhike ather peeasions. at the end or tne boat tnp. Alice implored Doduson to wate down the story. this he did,
nnally presenting Alice wath o selt=illustrared manusenpt about nine months {ater The manuscnpt was snown 1o
several peopie and eventually Doduson was persuaded that the book couid be published as a book and. much re-
wrtten and expanded and with new iliustranons by e tamous ‘Punch’ canoomst Tenniel. "Alice’s Adventures In
Wonderiand' was published by Macmullans three vears tater The sequel. Througn the Looking Giass. and MW hat Alice
Found There'. was proauced long afterwards bul contained episodes and poems told on many a boat inp over (he
Arecedint Years

Always an eccentne man, Doduson's interests in fite were numerous and vaned: onotography (then in its infancy ),
mawic and the occult. theatre. an. walkine, logic. internai College polines. the ralways. the lives ot famous pecple.
mvennne vames, puzzies mathemancal tormulae. etc.. and htle wiris

Comoimng the nirst and lust mentioned above. he photoeraphed endless sireams ot 'child fmends’ in vanous varbs,

spmenmes simpiv in their own clothes. somenmes dressing them up and. as often as ne could manage. 10 no clothes at
all |

In the 1870's. he had 4 consen atory built on the reol of the College bulldinw, above hus rooms. as a photograpnic
studio. and his nobby reached i's hewent But suddeniv m 1880 he stopped all photouraphy dead. never aking a single
newatin e after that date. althouch he kept his equipment. 11 has been hypothesised that his penchant was tuming into
an obsession and that Oxrord tongues were slaring 10 wag,

In anv ey ent, all of his nude studies were destroved bv his ramily on his death. as specified in his wiil. ostensibly 1o
protect the wirls from embarrassment in later lile should the photos be seen The nearest visual evidence ot his
penchant is a water coluur copy of vne of s phote's, punted in 1877 by Anne Lydia Bond Doduson had sent one of
his tavounie nude studies to her 1o be coloured and. berore returmima it, shie copred the photo, VOu <an see 1t on the
Hont vover of this programme and, in colour, on our pusters

The Looking Giass Lesson s auapted from The Lesson by Eugene lonesco and Dodueson's letters. dianes. books and
pamphiets. a> well as rom the two ‘Ahce books 1t 1s not intended 1o suguest that ths 15 o trug representation of the
ninar vears of Charles Dodeson: the producnon 1s 2 work 01 fiction, not documentany But it s hoped that the
wxtaposiion of Carroii and lonesco - the masiers of nonsense and absurd respectively. and the Vicionan setiing - an”
ste O smouldenng sexual repression wnieh finaily erupts, will make 10 o sumulating evemng o7 theatre
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