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CHEKHOV'S LIFE

Anton Chekhov is born in Taganrog in southern
Russia, the son of a grocer and the grandson of a
former serf.

Attends Taganrog High School.

Lives in Moscow, obtaining his medical degree at
the University in 1884. After publishing many
humerous short stories to support his family, he
gradually turns to more serious writing while
practising occasionally as a doctor.

Visits the penal settlement on the island of
Sakhalin, beyond eastern Siberia.

Buys an estate near the village of Melikhovo, south
of Moscow, and lives there until 1898: his greatest
period of creativity as a short story writer.

Chekhov moves to the Crimean resort of Yalta for
health reasons, having suffered from tuberculosis
for some years.

Chekhov marries the actress Oiga Knipper.

First performance of The Cherry Orchard.Chekhov
dies (aged 44) on a visit to the German spa Baden-
weiler.

CHEKHOV ON ‘THE CHERRY ORCHARD"
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From Chekhov to Olga Knipper: ‘The next play |
write will definitely be funny, very funny — at
least in intention.

From Chekhov to Olga Knipper: ‘There are
moments when an overwhelming desire comes
over me to write a four-act farce or comedy for
the Art Theatre. And | shall write one if nothing
prevents me, only | shan't deliver it to the theatre
before the end of 1903,

From Chekhov to V.I. Nemirovich-Danchenko:
‘My play (if | carry on working as |’ve worked
until today) will be finished soon, don’t worry,
Writing Act Two was difficult, very much so, but
| think it's turned out all right. 1 shall call the
play a comedy.’

From Chekhov to M.P. Alekseyeva: ‘[The Cherry
Orchard] hasn’t turned out as a drama, but as a
comedy, in places even a farce.’



THE CHERRY ORCHARD

A Comedy in Four Acts

by ANTON CHEKHOV
transiated by Michael Frayn

Cast
Ranyevskaya (Lyuba),a fandowner. . . ... .. .. RUTH LISTER
Anvya, her daughter,aged 17 .. .......... CLARE FAIRLEY
Varya, her adopted daughter,aged 24 . ... .. ... MARY DAVIS
Gavev (Lenya), Ranyevskaya’s brother . .. .. COLIN PRONGER
Lopakhin (Yermolay), a businessman. . . NORMAN WILKINSON
Trofimov (Pyetya),astudent ... ......... GILES EMERSON
Simeonov-Pishchik, a landowner, . ... ... .. DAVID PEARSON
Charlotta lvanovna, the governess. . . . .. .. SHEILA TIFFANY
Yepikhodov, the estate clerk . ... .. PHILLIP CLAYTON-GORE
Dunvyasha, the chambermaid .. ... ........... MARI KING
Firs, the footman,an old manof&87 . ... ... ALFRED EMMET
Yasha, the young footman. . ............ JOHN PATERSON
APasserhY . cvunmamemmuse s nn s ss dn moae GEOFF WEBB
The StationMaster . . ... ... .o e ROBIN INGRAM

Servants and Guests. SARAH ANDREWS, JEREMY BENTHAM,
DOROTHY BOYD-TAYLOR, DAVID EMMET,

MARY HODLIN, JUDITH JONES,

VIVIENNE PATTERSON, MARTIN STONER,

ANTHONY THOMAS, GEOFF WEBB
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The action takes place during one year on Madame Ranyevskaya’s
estate.

Act 1 : early May
Act 2 : late June

Interval: 15 minutes duration

Act 3 : late August
Act 4 : early October

Director : TONY RUSHFORTH
Designer : NIGEL COWELL
Lighting Designer : MALCOLM ROBERSTON
Sound Designer : BRIAN McLOUGHLIN



Stage Management BRON BECKFORD
RONA CHRISTIE
HARRIET SIMON
JUDY STURLEY
SIMON TRUEICK
SYLVIA WALL
DOROTHY WOOD

Props IRIS PHELPS

Wardrobe LINDA GOWLAND

assisted by JEAN LANE
SARAH ANDREWS
GRACE CRADDOCK
JEAN DERBY
BARBARA HUTCHINS
CAROL METCALFE
LINDSAY UDELL

NIKKI TAIT
Lighting operator PHILIPPA FORSTER
Sound operator ANNIE WILLIAMS
Make-up and wigs JULIE CRUTTENDEN

and members of Greasepaint
Cosntruction TIM HAYWARD
assisted by PHIL PINKHAM

DAVID STONE

Stage management wishes to thank Stella Bond, Su Fallows,
Tim Godfrey and Frank Wood.

Thanks to Moét & Chandon for champagne.
Thanks to Susan Wormleighton, St. Mary’s College of Higher Education.

Thanks to the National Theatre Music Department.
Thanks to Barbara Hutchins for designing and making Ruth Lister’s costumes.

Additional music written by Don Kincaid

Musicians Gwenan Evans
Andrew Humphries
Jan Humphries
John Humphries
Doreen Humphries
Sally Telling

Traditional music arranged by Dominic Mulaowney

Rehearsal musician Andrew Brixey
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“Throughout The Cherry Orchard Chekhov places the action on a
knife edge between laughter and tears: but he intends no neutral
balance. He expects pathos to weigh on the side of the comic,
not against it, and comedy thus reinforced, to fit decisively in
favour of laughter.”

Richard Peace — Chekhov: ‘Four Major Plays:



OPEN DISCUSSION
ON

THE CHERRY ORCHARD

TUESDAY, 2nd JULY 1985 — 7.45pm
IN THE SHAW ROOM

WHY NOT JOIN US, EITHER TO LISTEN
OR AIR YOUR VIEWS

ALL WELCOME ADMISSION FREE

%

MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY, TUESDAY, 2nd JULY
7.45pm — THE BERNARD SHAW ROOM
THE QUESTORS THEATRE

CHEKHOV’'S PLAYS

The Cherry Orchard is the last of Chekhov's
seven full-length plays. Their dates of composition,
or first performances, are as follows:

1880-1 Platonov
1887-9 /vanov
1889-90 The Wood-Demon
1896 The Seagull
1897 Uncle Vanya
1900-1 Three Sisters
1903-4 The Cherry Orchard

Chekhov also wrote ten short plays, of which The
Bear (1888), The Proposal (1888-9) and The
Wedding (1889-90) are the best known.



Forthcoming Attractions

IN THE PLAYHOUSE

13 — 20 JULY

THE GOOD WOMAN OF SETZUAN

by Berthold Brecht
translated by Eric Bentley

COMING NEXT SEASON
THE DAUGHTER IN LAW — D.H. LAWRENCE

THE COUNTRY WIFE — WILLIAM WYCHERLEY
MISALLIANCE — GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
BLACK COMEDY — PETER SHAFFER

HOTPLATE

Delicious food is available in the Upper Foyer from
6.30pm during the run of theatre productions.

Interval refreshments will be served and you can buy tea
or coffee tokens in advance.

Orders for Interval drinks can also be glven at the bar
prior to the performance.

Patrons are respectfully asked to refrain from taking
refreshments into the auditorium.
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Members Lunch Time Social Group meets every last
Wednesday of the month. 12.30 — 2pm Upper Foyer.
Refreshments available.

Speakers — Discussions — Displays — Demonstrations on
matters relating to ‘THEATRE"
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New and Prospective Members evenings are held every
WEDNESDAY, commencing at 7.45pm in the Grapevine
bar. Included in the programme will be a comprehensive
tour of the acting areas, workshops, wardrobe and
rehearsal space.

Printed and published by The Questors Limited
Theatre Manager: John Garforth



