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b7SANDYWILSON 

THE QUESTORS THEATRE COMPANY 



Sandy (really Alexander) Wilson, was born in 1924 at 
Sale, Cheshire. After Harrow and Oriel College, Oxford, 
he joined the Royal Ordnance Corps, and served in 
Great Britain, Egypt and Iraq. It is not for his military 
career, however, that he is remembered but as a 
dramatist and composer, who began his theatrical career 
by contributing material to such revues as Oranges and 
Lemons 1948; Slings and Arrows, 1949, See You Later 
1951 and See You Again 1952. He had already at 
Oxford written three revues for the Oxford University 
Experimental Theatre Club, and after taking his degree 
in English Literature he went to the Old Vic Theatre 
School on a production course. 

In 1953 he scored an immense success w ith The Boy 
Friend, a pastiche of the type of musical popular in the 
1920s. First produced as part of the nightly bill at the 
Players, this was expanded for production at the 
Embassy and then moved to Wyndham's, where it ran 
for f ive years. It was revived late in 1967, again w ith 
great success, and has been seen at a nu.mber of 
suburban and provincial theatres throughout the 
country, including the Yvonne Arnaud at Guildford, 
and the Northcott at Exeter. It also had a long run in 
New York in 1954, and was successfully produced in 
South Africa under the direction of the author. It has 
been filmed by Ken Russell, with Twiggy starring. 

The appeal of The Boy Friend, so .titled as a mark of 
respect for Rodgers and Hart and their musical The 
Girl Friend, is not difficult to understand. It recreates 
a world in which the girls were always pretty, the boys 
handsome and dashing. No-one worries about money 
and it never rains. It has al l the charm of complete 

• escapism. 

First performance May 30th, 1981 

Programme cover designed by John Stacey, adapted from material in 
Musical Comedy by Mander & Mitchenson, Peter Davies, London 1969 



.§ySANDYWILSON 
Characters in order of appearance: 

HORTENSE Sylvia Estop 

DULCIE 
NANCY 
MAISIE 
FAY 

Pupils at the 
Villa Caprice 

POLLY BROWNE 

ALPHONSE 

PIERRE 

MARCEL 

MME. DUBONNET 

BOBBY VAN HUSEN 
' 

PERCIVAL BROWNE 

TONY 

LORD BROCKHURST 

LADY BROCKHURST 

GENDARME 
WAITER 

PEPE Speciality Dancers 
LOLITA 

Rosalind Thomas 
Ann-Marie Tighe 
Dorothy Boyd Taylor 
Sarah Morrison 

Carol Bolt 

Howard Shepherdson 

Martin Woodruff 

Mike Llewellyn 

Carol Metcalfe 

Stephen Loubser 

David Pearson 

lain Reid 

Larry Irvin 

Heather Godley 

Richard Gaunt 

John Hines 
Judith Rosser 

GUESTS, HOLIDAY-MAKERS Sonia Pearson 
Joan McQueen 
Brian Pickles 
Tim Godfrey 

ACT I 
The Villa Caprice: Mme Dubonnet's Finishing School near Nice 

A morning in the year 1926 
Interval of 15 minutes 

ACT II 
The Plage 

The afternoon of the same day 
Interval of 15 minutes 

ACT Ill 
The Cafe Pataplon 
The same evening 
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The Play directed by Barbara Hutchins 

M11sical numbers staged by Gordon Caleb and 
Dorothy Boyd Taylor 

Set designed by John Stacey 

Costumes designed by Anna Belej 

Musical Director Don Kincaid 

Musicians Frances Bourne 

Julia Cook 

Trevor Hyde 

Don Kincaid 

Trumpet 

Clarinet 

Piano 

Guitar/Banjo 

John Morris/John Kearns 

John Rolfe 

Drums 

Saxophone 

Larry Whelan 

Adrian Warrick 

Bass-Clarinet 

Double Bass 

Stage Managers ......... .. ..... Leon Henry and Barbara Sexon 
Costumes made in the Questers Wardrobe under the -direction of Sylvia Wall 
assisted by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jane Allan, Sue Hughes, Barbara 

Hutchins, Vera Maidment, 
Sylvie Michel, Edith Ricket, 
Lesley Taylor, Lindsey Udell 

. . . . • , Sylvia Wal I Hats by. . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 
Properties . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 
assisted by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . Bob Ricket 

. . Jane Fenelon , Chris Piet 
. . . . . . Kath Harrington Florist ...... ... . . . . . 

Set constructed by . . . . • • • • • . ... Richard Cruse, Colin Horne 
assisted by . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Roger Brace, Sam Robson, Ian 

Viney, Karen Welling 
Assistant Stage Managers. • ...... Alec Atchison, Murray Cooke, 

Sally Corke, Judith Cross, Peter 
Dalloz, Jane Davie, Annette 
Haimes-Smith, Jane Judge, 
Geoff Moore, Thomas Protani, 
Cheryl Robson, Ilsa Rowe, 
Helen Snia_dek, Eileen Steel, 
Simon Taylor 

Lighting design •.. . • • • • • • • • • • . .Martin Stoner 
.. Philippa Forster • • • • • • • • • Lighting Operator. . . . 

Follow Spots . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • . .Wendy Ashcroft, Judith Cross, 
Beth Crowley, Roger Kelly, 
Eve Sheldon, John Stacey 

Cramant Blanc de 8/ancs Grand Cru Champagne supplied by French and 
Foreign Wines Ltd. 
Moet et Chandon Premiere Cuvee by courtesy of Mai.it et Chandon. 



THE BOY FRIEND 

We've got to have, 
We plot to have, 
For it's so dreary not to have, 
That certain thing called ''The Boy Friend''. 
We scheme about, 
And d ream about , 
And we've been known to scream about 
T hat certain thing called " The Boy Friend". 
Life w ithout us is impossible 
And devoid of all charms. 
No amount of idle gossip' II 
Keep them out of our arms. 
We're blue without, 
Can't do without, 
Our dreams just won't come true w ithout 
That certain thi ng called ''The Boy Friend' ' . 

You are invited to the 

DISCUSSION 

on this production, which will be held on TUESDAY, 9th J UNE, 
at 7.45 p.m. in the Bernard Shaw Room, and will be led by the 
author, 

• 

SANDY WILSON 

For many people, Sandy Wilson's c.laim to fame is inextr icably 
linked with the phenomenal success of The Boy Friend. His 
earliest theatre experience was in revue, as performer as well as 
writer, and this was backed by training in the Production Course 
at the Old Vic Theatre School . As lyricist, he contributed to a 
number of West End Revues before he had his big success, since 
when he has continued to be active in theatre, usually in the 
light musical field, as author, composer and director. We shall 
welcome his views on our 1980's revival of his 1950's pastiche of 
1920's musical comedy. 

DON'T MISS IT 

T UESDAY, 9th JUNE at 7.45 p.m . 

. in t he Bernard Shaw Room 

All are welcome Admission is free 

• 
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COMING UP FOR YOUR ENTERTAINMENT 

IN THE MAIN THEATRE 

KNICKERS 
by CARL STERNHEIM 
Coming DOWN for your entertainment? ? ? 
Young, attractive Louise Maske, married to civil servant 
Theobald, has an unfortunate accident in the crowded street . .. 
. . . but it leads to some unpredictable consequences! 
Carl Sternheim uses this incident as the starting-point for his 
comedy about middle-class life in the Germany of 1900. 

JUNE 20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27 at 7.45 
and for the post-Knickers Bistro, after the sho,w on June 20, 
reserve your tickets now, price £3.00, to those attending the 
performance. 

IN THE STUDIO 

THIS STORY OF YOURS 
by JOHN HOPKINS 

JUNE 11, 12, 13, 14 at 7.45 
In our opinion. This play is not suitable for children. 

JUNE 7 - One Night only 

VICTOR IAN MUSIC HALL 
for your Delectation and Delight 
followed by 
SUMMER DRAW 
in the Main Theatre at 7 .45 

Patrons are respectfully reminded that smoking is not permitted in the 
auditorium and the use of cameras and tape recorders is strictly forbidden. 

If you're thinking of joining the Questors, or have just joined OPEN 
MEETINGS every Wednesday at 7.45 

Theatre Manager Ben O'Mahony 
Printed and published by The Questors Ltd. 
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