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Saturday, 4th March, 1972 

Chekhov himse lf wrote a terse description of " The Seagul l ": "Its 
a comedy .... 4 acts, country scene (v iew of a lake), little action, 
tons of love". The play is more common ly regarded as a trag·edy 
bu't I suspect we may b lame Stan islavsky fo r th is. It was he who 
estab li shed Chekhov and made him famous, but in doing so he im
posed h is own style upon the play-a sty le wh ich Chekhov himself 
d isliked. What we now call ithe "Chekhov ian" style: heavy, intro
verted, self-pi ty ing, is more likely due to Stanis lavsky w ho was a 
man w ho liked 1to over-egg the pudding. 

By class ical criter ia " The Seagul l " is indeed a comedy: it hovers 
on th·e brink of tragedy but neve r fall s over; it has a positive end ing: 
Nina's w ill to 'endure; and i1t regards its characters with a wry, ob
ject ive sympathy . It is comedy in fact w hich gives the play its 
poignancy. 

The phrase "little act ion" can on ly be accepted if you place "The 
Seagul I" alongside its contempora ries. In the 1890's dramatic 
w riting was only ju st strugg ling free of 1:he Victor ian theatre with 
i,ts "real" sh ipwrecks, "real" batt les and (really) live rabbits. Com
pared w ith such plays as " The B·el ls" or " The Lady of the Camel
li as", 1the act ion of "The Seagull" explores a di fferent dimens ion. 
Dates are significant: Freud was born ·in 1856, Chekhov in 1860. 
Such ri chness and depth of insight could not have come before the 
end of the nineteenth century. 

As for Chekhov's artistic contemporaries we may remember Monet, 
and the lmpr,ess,ioni sit pa inters , and Debussy, who s·hare an irri
descent, shimmer ing style which suggests rather than states. The 
poet Mallarme sa id: "To name an object is to sacrifice three 
quarters of that en joyment of a poem wh ich comes from guessi ng it 
birt by bit. To suggest that it is our dream". Chekhov would have 
agreed. 

A.J. 
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by Anton Chekhov 
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ACT I 
ACT II 
ACT Ill 
ACT IV 

Par,t of the Park on Sor in 's Es•tate. A Summer Evening . 
A Lawn near Sorin's House . A Few Days Later. 
The Dining Room. A Fortni ght Later. 
The Din ing Room wh ich Trep lev has turned into a Study . 
Two Years have Passed. 

There w ill be an interva l of 15 minutes between Acts II & Ill. (A 
warning bell wi ll be rung 3 minutes before the play recommences). 

There w i 11 be a short break between Acts 111 & •IV to denote the 
passage of time . 

Direoted by ANN JEUICOE 
Sets designed by SHEILA SORLEY 
Costumes designed by MAUD CUL.:HANE 
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EXHIBITION 

During the run of THE SEAGULL there wi ll be an exhibition of 

paintings by VIN CENT FALLON in the New Foyer. 

Sandwiches and coffee are available in the New Foyer before per

formances and refreshments including ice cream w ill be served 

during the interva ls. 

Members of the audience are requested to refrain from smoking 

in the Auditorium. 

A discussion 1s held afte r each production by The Ouestors to 

which all members of the audience are invited. The discussion on 

THE SEAGU LL w ill be ·held on Monday, 20th March, in the Shaw 

Room. 
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