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THREE ONE-ACT
PLAYS '

———
Well-Varied Programme
By The Questors |
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th‘o?thnt?e’ in Ma ne, ht
ing, hlthell‘r.dly t:nd turday
venings onged a completely
tdiﬂerent dramatic category, and
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Thornton Wilder's “The Haop~
.l:mrnr{h:o Trenton and Camden”,
began evening on a lively note,’
and rolled merrily along. the audi-|
ence supplying, as it was asked
to do, imagination to turn
tome chairs and planks into a
motor car and to furnish the
8 of roadside and village.|
The ﬁay was produced in just the
right key by Miss Muriel Curtis|
and Mr. Philip Allen, and Miss|
Mary Chanter as the talkative|
American matron, Mr. Lionel}
Locke., who mana imaginary
steering wheel a sta gear
with intense realism, and Miss Pat
O'Connell and Miss Joan Cowde-
roy as their children, md the|
c roles with an ev enjoy-
ment which was shared by the
audience. Miss Betty Turper and
Mr. John Turner completed the
DIGNIFIED TRAGEDY

Mr. Alfred Emmet's production
of J. M. Syngel's “Riders to the
Sea™ struck throughout the right
note of unadulterated brooding
tragedy, tragedy which seems the
persistent heritage of those fisher-
folk of islands the west coast of
Ireland, where the sea takes
many of their men. Miss Kath-
leen O'Neill's Maurya, the be-
reaved and sorrowin mother
whose last son the sea c had

acted with the old Greek tragedies
Miss Yvonne Angel's ‘mm.rmt of|
Maurya's daughter, Cathleen,
the best piece of emotional acting
she has yet done. She seemed to
forget herself in her part, and
Miss Peuf Cooper played truly
and tender Lu her younger sister,
Nora. Subsidiary roles were
taken bL Messrs. Anthon
Rickards, Lionel Locke and L. E.
Bayling. Mrs. Mildred t
anz the Misses Eleanor Bishop,
Mary Chanter and Joan Cowderoy.
The of wind and
struck one as a little too accommo-
dating in their sudden coming on
and off at the beginning and end
of the play.

EVERYDAY FANTASY =

In their production of Suder-|¢
mann's “The Far-Away Princess,"|S
Mr. and Mrs. Emmet created the|®
only atmosphere in which this fan-|P
tasy in everyday dress plays suc-|$
cessfully. is not the first time|}
the Questors have produced this

lay. Mr. Emmet himself as the|}
mpoverished poet, Strubel, who|l

refers a far-away princess whom|C

e can just see through a telescope
to a uine one, a with easy|t
c y and some ha touches|V
of romance. Miss De Archer
as the real Princess von Geldern
gave a measure of wistful beauty
to her role. and Miss Eleanor
B wase 3 German plutocrat to
the life as the Baroness von Brook.
Lesser parts were taken by the
Misses Edith Woods, Barbara
Sharp, Muriel Curtis, Jean Mack-
r and Thelma Gordon, and Mr.
L & Ba

yling.
CC.
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l Amateur Stage

THE QUESTORS|c
IN “MAGIC
CARPET”

The Questors: “ Magic Carpet.”
three one-act plays; the Questors’
Theatre, Ealing, Friday, July 19.
1940.

EW JERSEY, an island off the

West of Ireland, and Southern
Germany were the scenes of three
short one-act plays chosen by The

d

LAS’I‘ stopping place of the magic

carpet was an inn above a
watering place in Southern Ger-
many. where the arrival of a
princess is causing considerable
disjunction in the establishment’s
routine.

Fritz  Strubel, impecunfious
student, was played by Alfred
Emmet, Barbara Sharp took the
role of the formidable ietress
and Edith Woods that of her pert
waitress. The imperious maid of
honour to the princess was played
by Eleanor Bishop, and ise
Archer was the Princess von
Geldern. soon to be married to a
Grand Duke. but, apparently,
rather averse to the prospect.

The mainstay of the production
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llis her scene with youn

Q!:e!‘oﬂ- e|student, who, needless to say, doeg

The Happy Journey to Tren- rinot her Identity, until Frau
ton and Camden,” by Thornton 1

von Halldorf and her two daugh- h
ters (Muriel Curtis, Jean Mack.
rory and Thelma Gordon), who
have social aspirations, make their
appearance with a convincing
show of reverence.

Wilder, shows an Amle:;iean
family's car journey to visit a
ma daughter, and all the

petty annoyances and quarrels so
apt to arise in such travels are all

LI B

i Miss Mildred Emmet and Mr.|N
.m,m.u {; "'ﬂ'."r’;‘@““.nﬁ, o'; ,‘hejm," -|Alfred Emmet were responsible for Ji
Locke. Joan Cowderoy, and Pat/t h|the production of this play, *“The|n
O'Connell represented the mem-|t . |Far-away Princess,” which was¥
bers of the family. e|written by H. M. Sudermann. [V
The constantly changing scene e r members of the company|n
of the family’s travels was left tolU f|to participate in the three playsN
the audience’s imagination. The r.|were John Turner, L. E. Bayling, |
most elaborately equipped stage s|and Mildred Emmet, who was also|V
could hardly keep with that|9 - W};drobe mistress.
car as it s across thel! - r. F. L. Robinson was stagen
countryside, stopping at petrol himanager, and Mr. Michael Kelly|t!
stations and “hot " stalls, and was ible for lighting|l
s0 The Questorsdzcidzd quite/ " g‘ﬂ;ecb. 'l‘heil?hah Cooper and|t'
y S8 on were
rightly to leave all to the : s SO : "

imagination, four chairs repre-
senting the inside of the car. In
fact the action is like a glorified
game of charades.

Comedy is transformed in a
flash to tragedy in a short scene
between mother (Mary - Chanter)
and married daughter (Betty
Turner), when the sad st of the
daughter's newly-born child is
mentioned for first time. A
cleverly contrived episode, this,
and one which leaves the audience
aghast by its unexpected appear-
ance; credit is due to the pro-
ducers. Miss Muriel Curtis and
Mr. Philip Allen, for the way in
which this tricky part of the
action is carried off.

embers of the audience were|h
invited to attend a discussion on|%W
the plays at the theatre on the|0
following Monday. a
W
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fl‘l-l! magic carpet's next destina-
tion is a remote island off the
West of Ireland, where something
of the stark tragedy of the “men
who go down to the sea in ships”

is conveyed.

A hard life, that of the fisher-
man., and “Riders to the Sea,”
written by J. M. Synge, is too
well-known to need comment.
Production was by Mr. Alfred

met.

Dramatic tension remains un-|
broken throughout. Kathleen
O'Neill, seen as the mother of|
sons, all of whom are d '
gave a good performance, and her
sentiments on see the body of
her last son ca into the cot-
tage by fishermen were well con.

riley, the last son, was por-
trayed by Anthony Rickards, and
~ |Yvonne Angel and Peggy Cooper
ing|were Cathleen and Nora, two of
nd|the women in the cottage.
ip-] “For men must work and
ike| women must weep” sums ur the
at|spirit of this play pretty faith-
nal | fully.




e|Journey to Trenton and Camden”
began the evening on a lively note
s/an lgblled merrily along, the audi-
ence ying, as it was asked
Tto do, turn
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Thérnton Wilder's “The Happ:

e imaﬁmltlon to

roduced inl just tﬁ

ell and Miss Joan Cowde-
their children, the
es with an eviden oy-
ment {which was shared by the
audience. Miss Betty Turner and
Mr. John Turner completed the
IGNIFIED TRAGEDY

Mrj Alfred Emmet's production
of J.jM. Sgn&el‘s “Riders to the
Sea,"!| struc roughout the right

note |of unadulterated br g
tragefly, tragedy which seems the
persistent heritage of those fisher-
folk of islands off the west coast of

Ireland, where the sea takes so
many of their men. Miss Kath-
leen | O’'Neill's Maurya, the be-
reavetl - and sorrowing mother
i vl e o
about i 0 re-
straifed despairing dignity associ-
acted with the old Greek tragedies.
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~ Misk Yvonne Angel's E)rtra- it of
Maurya’s daughter,‘elCl een, was

7|the best piece of emotional acting

she yet done. She seemed to
_|forget herself in her part, and
Miss %ggy Cooper played truely
and erly as her younger sister,
Noral Subsidi roles were
tak b{J Messrs. Anthony|
Ric , Lionel Locke and L. E.
Bayling. Mrs. Mildred Emmet|
and Misses Eleanor Bishop,

Mary Chanter and Joan Cowderoy.
The moaning of wind and rain
struck one as a little too accommo-
dating in their sudden coming on
and at the beginning and end
of the play.
EVERYDAY FANTASY

In their uction of Suder-
m “The Far-Away Princess,"”
Mr. and Mrs. Emmet created the
only #tmosphere in which this fan-
tasy everﬂ:lny dress plays suc-

y. This is not the first time
tlile uestors have produced this
play.|

Mr. Emmet himself as the
impoverished poet, Strubel, who

Erefe s a far-away princesé whom
e

to a

.|com and some happy touches|
of romance. Miss Denise Archer|
as the real Princess von Geldern
gave a measure of wistful beauty|
to heér role, and Miss Eleanor
Bishap wes a German plutocrat to
the life as the Baroness von Brook.

Lesser parts were taken by the
Misses Edith ‘Woods, Barbara
Sharp, Muriel Curtis, Jean Mack-

= C.C.

just see through a telescope|
uine one, acted with eag ;

rory and Thelma Gordon, and Mr.|-
|Ln Ei Bayling. '




