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By Peter Quince

THE QUESTORS PRODUCE
“THE JEALOUS WIFE”

COMEDY

AN EIGHTEENTH CENTUR

f

[

The Guesfars;

e ammady By George Colindgn fhe
Etder: The Questors Theatlve, Mottack
Hall, Ealing: Sutardau, Wy 1, 1857
THIE elglivenlli-conlury  cumeds> iz
one af tho first exsmaoles of the
drarmatizetion. of 3 wellskiown Jowe,
It was apprepriale that o their de-
velopeicnl of the dreama. The Questars
gliould have chosen Colman's play foet
it is founded on M Tam Jones,!” ‘i‘-.-l‘ii‘-.l_'nE
by Henry Fieldics, the Baling movelist.
The characters fnmee different nares.
Tom Jones iz fransposed ivio Charles
Calkly, SBuphia - Weaterne  is
tissel, Lacy - Bellasion ix Lady Proe-
love, Lord' Fellmar 13- Lord Trinket,
mquire Western iz ADr. Ruaset, ang
Blifiil s Sir [faccy Deagle, Theie iz
#lsa this dlfferemice. Colman  inlro-
duees 4 new get of charactsrs M, and
Mra. Cakly {the jeslous wifel and

Iejor akly, and to Sicr Llzrcy is
transferred the fox hun_l;ing“rlau.l,ﬂuage
zod btemperament of Squire Weslern

Colman tookadvice from Garrick when
making the nowel into drama, and it
war therefore to be expected thal when
"The Jealons Wile” swas prodocsed at
Drury Lane on Felbvusry 12, ET6L,
Garriek took Che chief pard.

LITTLE KHNOWN

The play ia little known towadayvs,
Mo ore couwld boast thal L 52 i the
firat fiight of Engllsh dramaticsl works,
amd there 3 & eumberous manner abouot
it ‘thatl terds to maeke zan sudicoee
¥, .

&1, %73 of geouine eomic spirit, and
i5 one of the best  holf-weyr hodses
bebween the witty spivit of the Resivra-
tivn cownedr writerg @ and  Sheridan's
famous mafirical: coscdies,

The GQuestoss {as usnall are to be
congrgtuiated on chonsing =oeh an oul
of thoe wosr plary to reproscol the ihird
covne. of e develupmenlt of  droma
fwitich 13 to be eontinued neal winter),
Their previous plays have beppn Aristo- o
phanes “The Blrds,” the Shepherd:’
Play fram ihe Wakefield ©Crole ol
Miraele Tiove and an Boglish wverslon

f "Der Jedermzsnn! (CRyeromanth
It aeeded twid cosmrape o leave ouf 212
the golein era of Eldzabethan deams
and the Trilliantly widy Restoralion
Perioed, and not cven 1o go forsard &,
fersr vears and choose one of the well-
mrwn comedies of Shecidep.  and
Croldemith,

*The Fealous Wite™ may e hat a
blind © and  halting member «f  the
Frglielr drama, but fs s composed ol
gond stuft, and we who saw s e
vival aie doubtleza thankiul o The
Ginestors for apending their energiex oz
i, thowugh there may be some srho wal
zigh when they ponder on what The

gestors could heve done in CGhpreve, .

rouhar, Dryden, Sheridan or Gold- |

Thiz : Jenious TWife ™ .

ramedy, yelb

Harriot || a

LEAST SUCCEssIUL
aithoush I iz pgoed lo récord our
thanlks for  the  produetion ©f this
fhe el must be stateo
that i many ways this wos tha lenst
sirodesslizl of The Queslors’ pluys this
HEEL 20T, 3
"The taulf 15 in fhe play, Charagter-
iwativn and stage situations in © The
Jealons Wife't veveal fthat this 77 bk
o second Ciads play, And howawer ol
The Questors ey be, they are nat pro-
ficient enpugh to prevent pour materiat
from | being  made  aware o the
aLglismce. ) 5
Harriot 12 52 sentimentally [enlish ac
Tom Joness Bophia, Mojor Oskly seems
ereat deal {illed with sawdusl, and

i Clant, O aller only pleases bOOAUER NG pia euit) o bzed inany good momenis

reminds one of nig better-made Lrish
strvessgr, . Bir Tmeius OF'Trigger. Mr
Euszet, tou, has an iafinite deal of dolng
nathing, : :
Undér these cirewmslances. allhough
The Guestors were ds robust Az evil,
and sewveral of the performanres wols
brillianlly acted, " The Jeoalous Wile
ruat. as [ heve said, be eaunled the
poorest of the season's plave _
Judging how some members of Lhe
cast reacted to their paris, © feel wure
| that they would agree {hof they found
| Giffieglsr in giving therh fesh and blood
Toaiity.
Matable mucocsges W 2 L
i partz: by Evclvn. Skelton and NI° IL1I1.|uF;1
Lorks As Mra Qokly—lhe jealond
wite cured only in the besgt Petruchio
manper--frelyn Skelton had 2 comed
wat of eEprossion; she acted. with B
honds, eves and face, and all througn
ene ceneed  that relucfanee to

pro made of thew

decicla
whether Mra. Oakly should be reated
2c remlistically as posgible or wilh
det tomches of artilcislity, Iﬂp my
opinign, Mra. Oakxly i2 one ol those
phovacters who hover on the bordet O
ranliem and artificlality. Bvelyn Elrel
fon's ncting was thoroughly pommend

skle;

nr. Lionel Tocke, ihe hen-peclic
husbund who fakes a hint from Preirn
chia, had maory opportolties. Ha wa

o

. .":L' ‘-}f ey 4 3 Ters

3 - J o : . 1 i 1:5'._.'_-}.. i
i e L gmne g o
vwias fhi geal an & goed ‘stdeomn,
T liked the duzeling Eady F *ﬁgﬁ“ﬁ -
Detty Geny,  Her tostumes get Jow off
‘a7 oa fine ladw cand  ber aristocratic
volee apd acisiaeratic manners browedil

oul io the il this schemiicg RPeTE0T,
wehn wonld, doabllees, hove heen moe
ab Pomie dancthe wit aod sriclwoness of
0 R=storation comedy:  Foll Gray had

MmEny ,«_.-llp:.m-L! mohents;  dand  she
Sajphlenes] ihe effepiivonue: af '-‘-]1E
part. bxr boding il in-a fight orein,

Lady Wreelove, 15 the persue o2 Inany
an- omatear, could,  so oeasily Chaswe
sprawled aod stomped about the sloge.

. about 1he stage with thef affeeied core

Mr. Cyril Thomat, a8 the affeetatiooy
Tiord Trinket, had the type of part in |
which e cxoalz. He is alwayd good”
in. effeciing stupid avistocrals (his Sic
Andrew no *Twelfth Night® for in-
stonoel, sand his Leord Trinkel was
excellently handled. He wooe his gos-
turngs with the appropriste  nooehul-.
anaeg, 2nd fhe Freoch phrases d2lpped
ol hig tomgue in the sppropriale Ssyke
of the town-bred eiphfcenth-century
ariatoerat. 1T was & parl dessrving ud
EVEEYONE's praisa. :

Charlea Oully swas acted by M
Arthur Peters, Charlas is alt ardinasy
trpe of young man. qnd Ko, Feters did
rot have a great deal to do excepl 1o,
lenle angry, suvprlsed, Jove-lurn  and
kappy by degress, aud these emotiond
he' acccmpllshed wizty a goad desl e
slcill wzpd sntisfacticr. e drunken
egpne wes well done; he wes jusl [oodish
enmigh to show that i€ wag a pentle-

man  wha was drfbk and ootk 31
habitual sof. .
HANDICATPLETE :

Mitdred Emmet was handicapped b
her purs of  Harrlel Toere s mol
enoligh in it Ior anyone fo excel it
and T thought that her volee denpped
to0 much al the ends of The WOTE Ll |
ting off their underslonding. Mildred |
Ermmet was pett, snd angry, kappy and
zad. by tury, and that was all thal ez
in the part

Thal fne actor; N P& SaUneess;
also came up againslt & bhrick w=sll i
hiz role of Mr. Roseei, | Wv. Sstitdtos
excepE in Lhe last few ineidents. pould
malke Hitle hendway too give sealite o
thiz rmost diflmlt parte BT, Hucsef;
far most of the play, i3 in & state™ol
nerves Hs the jeulons father, and toere
i= nof much that any setve colid malke
of hine  Mr. Szunders feied ikl gl

Thal i® Al that cen beoosalds

Afr. Cliford Fareman is The  GQdcE—"
tors” besl comedy actor, and he endeds
an adinirakle aeazon with o @EETY BOT-
Lraval of Bir IHacey Eeagle  Hetlhgel
the Dbiggest langh in fhe play, and dhes
laugh pame ax lhe reanit of M. Fore-,
man's ofort as much sz the werds hes
spoke. i -

Majrr Oakly, to Ine, 3eems A ereaturay
piuffed with siwdust. 2 dramatio malkest
weighl, gnd, Mr.  Ehilip Allen: had
nothing to do in the ¥ele except to ldok
Ao hiz no3e wiselw, ard o sl

thzl o soldier mizgkt :howr in a deaw=
ing room. -

M, John Herore was & villement=
lopking Capl. O'Cutter, and he =aid hiz
words with g grent deal ol relish, B
was o pont gort of part, and Mr, Hefon
did g3 well a5 anyons,

M Latrie Rivers  sueoessigll
dounled two simall comcdy roles, an
parts of mervanis  wele  plared  hor
Muriel Curtis, Lrid Dartin, Mr. Lisier
Becl, and 31, Phillip Elicts.

THE FRODTCER
Allred Enunet rpons 1be  DIGs

T,
Togue. : . ;
:‘.nFTr-.::m-:l-ﬂEf] for the way o which ha
speeded up 1he sction o the plat, arel
the way ln which be made his cass
regnond (az muek as it wad posstolel
{o theles parts. e will admit T s
enre, 1hat " The Jealous Wile” wad the

rmost diffeull poay tackled this year—=

alihouch il looled the earicsl.
Heafliest copzratulations: of g1l sre
affcred to M= Fred Boblnson for =ome
Brilliant sattings. I wondercd  how
three tolally different scemcs wers ta
foilow each olher quickly.
Bohinspn, by an adrois wue of chrtsias,
alowred how,  In many ways the sels
tings werse fhe best feature of ™ Tha
Jealous Wite? :

Crril Nairne from his privaic ecilaes
tion, and wore gennine clolbes af the
Terind.

In eonclasion, let Ine S8y A= O0e WAn
has thormeghly endoved The Gusstors
geqson, thal lf iz mlmost g Telief to bo
able o seize on poiols which cdn be
eritiviged and arvaed abount - Thoe Baies.

fors ave gencrally so eritie-proal.

He also produeed, and is bo e

ard e

|
|
|
1

The cotturnes were cxecllenft, . Mast '
gf them bod heen loghed by 350 o
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wife’s tantrums, presented the role of.}

THE JEALOU
AR

Questors’  Season
Ends with gomredy

ripnne

“(.j" .

~ Apart feom its historic value, as a
revival of an eighteenth-century Drury
Tane suceess, in which Garrick and
Myrs., Pritchard *starred,” and which
endured as a stock comedy right info
the nineteenth. century, “ The Jealous
Wife,” written by George Colman the
‘Elder, is in itself a highly humorous,
well-written play. It was presented
by the Questors in Mattock Hall last
Friday and Saturday evenings, and
formed a pleasant finish to a season
which had given a bird’s-eye view of
drama from 414 B.C. to 1760 A.D.

The author of this comedy knew his
business as a playwright. “The Jea-
lous Wife ” contains as adroit juggling
with dramatic situations as can be
found in any of Sheridan’s writings,
but the play is far less hackneyed, and
sets forth the thoughts and ways cf
the period in a more natural and less
stylised manner. Each of the 16 cha-
racters is an illustration of clever dra-
matic portraiture, and Mr. Alfred
Emmet, the producer, who also spoke
the prologue, saw to it that all were
clearly defined by the cast, and that a
naturalistic atmosphere was preserved
so far as truth to these somewhat arti-
ficial times allowed of it.

Most of the costumes worn actually
belonged 1o the period,
been lent by Mr.

from his own private collection. This

having |
€ SEyrilsNdirner|

added yet another element fo the gene- |
ral rightness of the atmosphere, and

Mr., Nairne, who is an authority on
that period, had also advised DMr.
Tmmet in regard to some points of the
- production, so that historical accuracy
was ensured. :

Tt is not enough to wear- an eigh-
teenth century outfit with aplomb, as
if the player had been always used
to lace frills and plush coafs or bro-
caded pannier skirts, wigs and canes.
There is the temperament, opinions and
behaviour that go with such clothes,
and it was because, without exception,

these were forthcoming that the play
came over so well and was enjoyed on
‘both sides of the footlights.

TANTRUMS AND SWAGGER.

For prodigious swaggering as to the |

~manner born, the palm was won by
Mz. Cyril Thomas as Lord Trinket. It
would have been hard to better his
performance in any way. Miss Betty
‘Gray, as Lady Freelove, gave an ama-
zingly brilliant study of affected
- womanhood in high circles, boned and
buckramed in mind as well as in body.
by fashion’s dictates. She seasoned
her acting with just the right archness
and diablerie. Miss Evelyn Skelton
played the title part of Mrs. Oakley,
the jealous wife, with spirit and convie-
tion, flouncing "about in a jealous
frenzy, just as if she really were. M.

Lionel Locke, who acted opposite her

Mr. Qakly with good balance and sense
of its comedy values, and Mr. Philip
Allen, disguised as Major Oakly, al-
ways trying to string up his henpecked
brother to revolting pitch, had a nice
twinkle in his eye, and a gay-dog bear-
ing that matched his regimentals.
Mrs. Mildred Emmet ‘as Harriot
Russet fitted well into her part as the
rebellious and then frightened example
of eighteenth-century maidenhood, and
Mr. T. S. Saunders, as her doddering
old father, and Mr. Clifford Foreman,

' as the horse-racing lover, played their

parts on lines approaching, but, fortu-

naltely, never quite reaching the farci-
cal,
approved style to his eighteenth-cen-
tury miss, and Mr. John Heron was
blood-thirsty enough, even' for those
days, as the dashing Captain O’Cutter.
All the remaining roles were those cf

Mr. Arthur Peters made love in

it

servants, and they were well taken by

Miss Muriel Curtis, Miss Iris Martin,
and Messrs. Lister Beck, Philip Elliott,
and Laurie Rivers, who doubled the
parts of Tom and Paris.

~ The best acting in the whole produec-
tfion was in the second scene of the |

second act, which went brilliantly.
The settings were designed by. Mr.
Fred Robinson, who was also stage-
manager ; Mrs. Emmet was wardrobe-
mistress as well as playing Harriot,
and Miss Marjorie Bywatler designed

Mrs. Oakly's effective costume in
green-patterned silk and coffee-
coloured lace.

‘Beity Gray as Lady Freelove
“The Jealous Wife,”

and Arihur Pefers as Charles Oakly &%
at the Questors Theaire, Ealing.
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A scene from “The Jealous. Wife,” presented by the Questors at their theatre in Mattock-lane, Ealing,
| " e  last Friday and Saturday.




