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Students in a 
Japanese play 

A traditional 14th century 
Japanese play, ·'A Damask 
Drum," is one of three plays 
chosen fo r the .students -annual 
show at Questors Theatre next 
month. 

Tb-e other pr oductions atei 
"Poison, Passi oa and Petre­
facti on" and "A Phoenix too 
Frequent.·• 
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·THE ~nnual students' production at. 9uestors T~eatre, 

Ealing1 has always proved an exc1tmg shop wmdow 
from which to spot stars of the future. This year's pre­
sentaion, whicl1 ended on Saturday, was no exception. It 
o.ffered a galaxy of potential stars. 

"A Phoenix too Frequent," 
in one act, by Chr.istopher Fry, 
a frothy, delightful period 
comedy, offered a remarkable 
contriblltion by Miss Marilyn 
Jones as Doto, whose per­
formance wa-s full of personal 
charm and wit. 

Miss Jones epitomises the 
student Questor - animated, 
highly eloquent and know}ed~e­
able. A secretary - recept1on1st, 
24-year-old Miss Jones, of Elm 
Grove-road, Ealing, first at­
tracted attention in. a student 
p rodt1ction last year. 

. STIIJ, LEARNING 
''I would like to make a 

career in tbe theatre, but I am 
still lea.ming . technique and 
fundan1entals," sl1e says. 

Her father was a f o.rmer 
operatic star, and she appea-red 
in a stage production in 
Jamaica while the family lived 
there. 

Aoother unusual newcomer 
is Roger de Toney, ,vho took 
the exacting role of Iv;,akichi 
in "The Dan1ask Drum," a 
n1odern version of a traditional 
l4th centur')I Japanese No play. 
The play had been starkly 
transformed, but with the 
haunting, symbolic quality of 
the original retained. 

It ~·as Roger's uncle, Michael 

1 McOwan, a pillar of LAMDA, 

\iVh-0 sug.gested Tony j-0in .Q11e~­
tors. He ha.d previously been 
working 1s a scene shifter in 
a Guernsey repertory the.;Ltre. 

Questo: s adrninistra:tor, ¥rs. 
Teresa Collard, describes him 
as " one -0f th~ m0st exciting 
and dramatic student actors I 
have seen." 

The challenging part oi , 
Hanako was played by Miss 
Jacqueline Pinchin, aged 26, 
who takes her acting so S!;!ri­
onsly that she chose to live 
and work in Ealing to join 
Q,uestors as a student. 

WORKS BACKSTAGE 
A member of the Prop& 

Committee, she has • made a 
name for herself w-orking back• 
stage, also. Her, range of talent 
stood up remarkably well to 
the challenge of a Japanese 
characterization. "Jackie" Pin­
chin is a name to remember 
and a talent io nurtur.e. 

The final one-actor was a 
piece of Shavian tomfoolery 
and slapstick, "Pl"li&on, Passion 
and Petrefaction,," in which 
Miss Cynthia Ridout appeared 
as Phyllis. 

The action, described by 
some as a fore runner of Albee 
and Simpson, \Vas a glorious 
finaJe to a splendid assembly of 
starlets~ j 
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-..JEARCH OF 
NE TALENT 

TH~ QUE.STORS THEAT~ is now receiving applica­
t1ons for the 21st year of its StLLde.nt Training Co11rse 

for amateur actors and a:ctre~ses. 
M_any o.f th?se now pla•ying__ 

leading 1:.oles 111 The Questors 
productions had their ' firsL 
training in the Student Group. 
Othe.r ex-students have gone 
into the professional the·atre 
or moved away to put wbat 
they· have. learned into practice 
with other drama groups-. 

. Alfred Emmet, director o[ 
The Questors Theatre and dir­
ector of sta.dies of the S.tudent 
Group, says: "ft is the exis­
tence of the Student Group 
and the opporLunity it gives 
to young actors to enter into 
the life o.f The Quetitors 
Theatre that has kept The 
Questors young in spirit. More­
over, the course has bad a 
great jntlrLence on the standard 
bf acting at Tbe Qu·estors," 

The coarse lasts t,~•o years , 
bttt not everyone admitted to 
the fixst ')'ear course can go on 
for tfie second year. About 20 
to 24 students are admitted to 
the first year cours:e, but the 
Second Year Group is nor- , 
mally restricted to about 12. 1 

"It is not a high standard 0£ 
accomplishment I 100k f-cir 
when admitting students to the 
gro-up/ ·' says Mr. Emmet "but 
rather a l,igb pbtentiat. '1 am 

, m.ore interested irr the latent 
talent _tbat can be developed, 
and this one often finds amo.ng 
t~ose ,vh_o have had no pre­
vious actrng experience at all.'' 

ENIBU'SIASM FIRST 

The minimu.m age for ad­
mission to fh,e g.ro up is 16-
Tbe Questors junior wotkshop 
g:roups exist for the younger 
age groups- but there, is no 
upper age limit. ,;Whatever tb,e 
~ge:, there is one quality that 
rs abs.oluteJy essential ," said 
Mr. Emmet, "and that is en­
thusiasm!' 

The cot1rse is run under the 
a_uspices of the Ealing Educa­
tion CQtnmlttee. Th'e -First Year 
Grou_p has three weekly cla.ss-es 
~~ m0vem~nt class direc;ted by 
M1.ss L.udmlla Mlada, a speech 
class directed b•y Mr. Derek 
Harrner-Mo_rris (both evening 
clas~es), and. a Sati1rday aft~r~ 
noon class m acting, directed 
by Mr. Emmet. 

''The object l1ere/' Mr. 
Emmet told me, '" is to develop 
the ·students' imaginative range 
a:nd to teach them the rudi~ 
t11ents of some ki_ad of metli@d 
of working. A ] ot of time is 
spent on acting improvi.sations 
and imaginative exercises. It 
is beca:u5e we take the work 
rather .seriously that the stu-

1 dents enjoy it s~ mttch. They 
feel they are gettrng somewh~re 
a.nd learning all the time." 

A prospectus of the cou.rse 
may be obtained from the 
administrator, The Questors 
Theatre, M.attock Lane, 'Ealing, 

1 W.5 (teJe-plwne '5.67 0011). · 
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- - BOROU--GH l 
FESTIVAL 

Admission 
• prices 

may go up 
THE drama sub-commit-

tee of the Hayes and 
Hartington Arts Council is 
recommending that Hilling­
don Borough should in­
crease some of tl1e ad­
mission charges at the 
Borough drama festival 
next year. 

At a meeting last week, 
Attended b,y Mr. Geo,rige Den­
'nington the Boroogh Enterain• 
meants Officer and others 
connected· with dra:ma in tbe 
Boroll!gb, the sut>-committee 
decide·d to recommend that:. 

• The admission price each 
night should be 3s instead of 
2s (pensioners and children 
s'po~11d still ay ls). 

• The 5eason ticket for the 
wb.ole 12 nigh-ts of the festival 
should cost £1 unreserved, 
before it was 5s for five or 
·sac ni.ghts-or 2Ss reserved-
formerly it ,vas 7s 6d for 
five or sl.X performances. I 

BLOCK 
On both tbese prices of £1 

and 25s there should be a 
red,ucti.on of 5s for black 
bookings of ten or more. 

Tlhere will be no red,uction 
for tickets sold before the 
night (f-ormenly these cost ls 
6d ins:tead of. 2s). 

However the ~ub•c-Ommittee 
is a:1so recommendin,g that all 
pensioners, as opposed to the 
statutory old age _pens,io·ners, 
1hould pay the reduced entr.ance . 
pr1oes. 

It also advises the competing 
drama groups sho'Uld be hetped­
out with- the cost of t-ransport 
to the e.stival, which will be 
held in the new Winston 
Churchill ball, ltuis11p, 

The wb - committee .recom­
menc!s that, a-t the discretion of 
the Borou,gh Entertainment~ 
Officer, up to £3 Bhouid be giver 
to a group providing it selli 
at least £24 tiokets 3s tickets 

Next yea-r's festival wiil ~ 
the first 1'2 day bor-0ugli 
drama festival and it will run 
from .Aipril 22 to Ma,y 4. 

BAN LATE COMERS 
Tihe d.rama s,u.b-committ~e 

is :retommendin.g iliat rto admis• 
aio.os should be all.owed dur• 
inst the course oif a play. 



M .c.i. 

~at.anism in 
1692 America 

THE "little. crazy children" running amok in Arthur 
Miller's ''Th_e CrL1cible'', at the Questors Theatre, 

Mattock Lane. Ealing. run parallel to some of the 1 

young people of today. 
M il'ler·s dh·i1ld characters are 

caugh..t up in the ,mass 
hysleria of ~,Ji'rohcraft perse­
cu'ti ons wh.ich hi·t <tne s.mall 
1oµ,rn of Salem, Massaohu­
:;edts, Am~.rica , iin 1692. 

~he play, performed by 
second yea.r s1tukien1ts of the 
11.,·10-year Quesitors Theatre 
•nudenl tra1inin'g course in 
drama. is bein,g pre$enited 
Lihroog!howt tbe- ,veek except 
on M1onday and Thursday, 
ending t,q,morrow (Satur­
day). 

l lhe 1choi,ce of •pl-ay i,s sens1.lb•le, 
requ:i.ring youni a•ctors and 
aotr~~es "'' i'th energy and 
aibi Ii by to i n·d:Uice a Satan i e 
stage atmoipthere. 

l ln the play, the God-feavin,g 
tQlwn of Salem mis·c'ovel's tha,t 

• 

its y,oung gir1ls have nigh,tly 
danced naked around a fire. 
Some have been forced to 
drink blood. Other$ have 
yel],ed cll..mes on res·pected 
vi1l'la·ger s - i n~lutl~ n g 't!h e 
Rev. Mr. Pari$:S, played by 
Roger de 11on~y. 

The ,goO"d man is put into ja-i1 
for ,oppos1i ng ,the eourlt and 
is given th.e choice of con­

ifessing thait he has been 
work•in•g in lea-gue w.ith. ,tbe 
DWiJ •or cohttinu.ing w1i1th lh!i.s 
a-oclli.'>a1ti o DB • 

A't tlbe l,as't n1oment, he chooses 
·deaith and hon''our. fle is ,vel'J 
SlJi;ported by Georgiina Sk,iJ­
tan as hi,s ,wife. and Ann 
Bevan as the .s,e.f'\'>a.n-L 

c.c .. 
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BE AN 
ACTOR? 
THE Questors Theatre. 

Ealing, is now re­
ceiving applications for 
wJ1at will be the 21st 
year of iLS student train­
ing course for amateur 
actors .and actresses. 

Many o( those now play­
ing l cadin,g ro'1es in The 
Questors productions had 
thci r first training in the 
student group. 

Other ex-students have 
gone into th~ profeosional 
theatre or moved away to put 
\\ hat thciy have learned into 

1 
practice \\"ith other dran1a 
groups. 

Alfred Emmet, director of 
t'he Questors Theatre and 
diTector of Studl-es of the 
s~udent gro•up was cmphati.c 
\\•1hen questioned a•bout the 
value of the training course . 

Influence 
"Tt is the existence o! the 

stud·ent group and the 
oppor.tunity that it gives to 
youog actors to enter into 
the life or The Qutestors 
Thea.tre lhat bas ke,pt The 
Questors youn.g in spirit" he 
sai'd . 

The course is a t\.'Jo-yec\r 
one, but not everyone ,vho is 
admitted to the :fi,rst year 
course can go on for the 
second year. About 20 to 24 
sludents are ad1mitted to the 
first year course, b.ut t'he 
second year group is nor­
rnalJ,y res tricted to a/bout 12. 

" J,t is not a high standard 
of accomplishemcot that I 
an, looking tor ,vbcn admit­
ting students to the group" 
6ays Mr. Emmet, "but rather 
a ,h igh pote.n,Lial. 

Age limit 
11he mini,mum a,ge for 

admission to the group is 16 
(lhe Questers Junior Work­
shop caters for the 
younger age groups) but there 
is no upper age limil. 

The course is run under 
the a,uspices of the Ealing 
Ed'llcati-on Committee. The 
first year group has three 
\veekly classes-a movement 
class directed by Miss Lud­
n1ila, a s,peech class directed 
by Mr. Derek Har.mer-Mor­
ris (t•hese are bot1b evening 

' classes) and a Saturday after­
noon cJass in acting direc­
ted by Mr. Emn,ct. 

Imaginative 
"The o·bjc(;t here'' Mr. 

En1met says ".is to d'evelop 
the students' jmaginative 
range and to teach them the 
rudiments of 60me kind of 
01etbod of ,:vor,)cing. To that 
end a lot of time is spent 
011 aclin.g improvisa.tions and . . . . 
L111a.g1oa Live excer.c1ses. 

" lt is because ,ve take the 
Vi1•ork rather serio,usl,y that tbc 
students enjoy it so muc11 . 
Y.hcy feel they are getting 
some,:vh•ere a,nd learning all 
the ti n1c. '' 

Further details albout the 
co•ur.se may .be obtai·ned fron1 
tbe Ad,niinistvator, The Q•ues­
tors l1heatre, Ma,ttook Lane, 
Ealing. 



cl_ Mlfi,1961"·"" · , ..... , ...... •·····: ···_-'--
Want to be an acto_r?_ 

and this o•ne often finds }½ u r 
among tho,se who have had 

THE Quest,o!s. Theatr e. is 
. n ow rec-el v1ng appl1ca­

L.ions for t h-e 21st year of its 
student t r-aining course for 
amateur act0rs ana. actresses 
Man_y of those now playing· 
leacl1ng roles i11 Questors' 
productions had their first 
traini11g in the student 
gr oup. Other ex-students 
h.ave gon,e into the profes­
s1011al theatre or moved 
aw a:y to put what they have 
learned into pr,actic,e with 
other drama groups. 

Alfred Emmet , Hon. Direc­
tor of the Questors Theatr•e 
anel dir•ector of studies of 
the student gr oup was 
emphatic wh,en qu.estioned 
ab:out the value of the train­
ing course. ''It is the exist­
ence of tl1e student group 
and t he opportunity it gives 
to young actors to enter into 
the lire of the Questors 
Theatr e that has k-ept the 
Qu€stors youn·g in spirit " 
h ·a " M ' e sa1 . oreover, the 
cour se has ha.a a great 
influence on the standard of 
acting at the Questors.f' 

The course is a tw0 years 
one, but not everyone \Vho is 
admitted to the first year 
course can g-0 on ior the 
second 5,ear. About 2·0 to 24 
students are admitte.d to the 
fir.st year c·ot1rse1 but the 
second-:?ear group is norn:1-
ally rest ricted. to- about 12. 
"It is not a high standard o.f 
aceomplishm.en t that I am 
looking for when admitting 
students to the group,'' say s 
Mr. Emmet. " bt1t rather a 
high potential . I am more 
i11tere.sted in the latent 
talent that can be develope.d, 

no pr,evlou.s acting experi-
ence at all." -1 

The minimum age for __ 
admission to th.e grotlp is 16 ...... .. 
(tl1e Qu-estors Junior Work-
shop Groups exist i@r the 
younger age groups), but 
there is no upper age limit. 
"Whatever the age, there is 
one quality that is aDs.olutely 
e5:sential," said Mr. Emmet, 
"and that 1s enthu.siasm." 

The course is run under 
the auspices of the Ealing 
Educatio)l C0rn:mitt,e-e. The 
first y-ear g~up has three 
\,Veekly clascses: a move1nent 
class directed by Ludmilla 
Mla.da, a speech class direc­
ted l:Jy Derek B:3irro,er-Morris 
( these are both eveni11g 
classes) and a Saturday 
a~terno•on cla:ss in acting, 
d1r.ected by Alfred Emmet 
himself. 

"The object of the acting 
class/' say s Mr. Emmet, "'is 
to dev:elop the students' 
i111aginative range and to 
teach them the rudiments of 
some kind of method of 
\,VOrking. To that end a lot 
of tim,e is spent on actina-
• • • .t::> 
1mprov1sat1ons and ima.gina-
tive exercises. It is because 
\.Ve take the wo.1•k rather 
seriously that the students 
,enjoy it so much. They f.e.el 
they ate g-etting sotnevvhere 
and lea.rning all the time." 

A prospectus of th..e course 
may b-e obtained f r@m the 
Aclnlinistrato•r, The Questors 
The-atre, Mattock Lane, 
Ealing, W.5. Tele-phone 
567-0011. . 
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